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CUSTOMIZE WITH “PLASTIC SURGER 


You can repair and restyle auto bodies 


with TAP* fiberglassing KITS! 


WAY OUT CUSTOMIZING or just mini- 
mum modification is a snap with TAP 
Fiberglas and Tapox Resin Kits. An 
example is this jewel of Johnny John- 
son’s. Beginning with a 51 Kaiser and 
using TAPKITS exclusively, he came 
up with a custom loaded with HTP— 
“head-turning-power”! 


YES, any amateur carcrafter can repair and restyle 
auto bodies with professional results with TAPKITS. 
These kits contain genuine Fiberglas and Tapox resin, 
guaranteed to bond permanently to any metal. These 
materials are easy to apply and easy to finish and 
cost less than one-third cost of leading and welding! 


With TAPKITS, you can completely change the lines 
of your car at home, without expensive tools and 
equipment. No torch is required. Buy yourself a body 
file and borrow a disc sander and you’re in business 
as a TAP ‘‘glasser’’! 

Whether it’s just a dechroming and frenching job 
or air scoops and fins, the greenest beginner car- 
crafter can turn out prize-winning work with TAP’s 
special metal-bonding plastics. No wonder thousands 
of backyard customizers all over the world are order- 


*Taylor & Art, Inc., Plastics 


$____—————_— enclosed. Send the items checked immediately, postpaid. 


AIR SCOOP FINS and hooded headlights 
made entirely with TAP ‘glass’. A single 

of hardened “glass” was used as a base. Fi 
lines and contours were achieved with 
tional layers of Fiberglas soaked in Tap 
Resin. Finished job looks like it had be 
stamped out in one piece by Detroit! 


ing TAPKITS! Professional auto body repairmen are 
now using TAP ‘“‘glass’’ for repairing rust-outs and 
dents because it’s much more economical and ea 

to apply than lead. ; 


TAPKITS are the ORIGINAL Fiberglas and resin kim 
for PLASTIC SURGERY on auto bodies. Don’t be miew 
led by claims from imitators . . . only epoxy resi 
will bond Fiberglas to metal permanently . . . TAP® 
Resin is the finest epoxy resin that money can bu. 
TAP ‘“‘glass’” is THE carcrafting plastic the maja 
auto magazines have been featuring. 


DON’T JUST DREAM about that cool custom. G#t 
started. Order a TAPKIT from your speed shop or & 
rect from TAP today! Speed shop dealerships invited. 
All TAP materials are unconditionally guaranteed. 


DEPT. CC 
1710 E. 12TH ST. 
OAKLAND 6, CALIRE 


THE GLASSER’S MANUAL, $1. 


TAP Carcrafter KIT C-10, $3.95. 
ontains 500 sq. in. special treated 
“A” weight Fibergias cloth, proper 
amount of genuine TAPOX epoxy 
resin and hardener, milled Fiber- 
glas fibres (for making filling 
paste), thixatropic powder (for use 
with resin to prevent run-off on 
vertical surfaces), mixing cups and 
spoons, brush, and complete illus- 
trated instructions. 


Gi TAP Carcrafter KIT C-25 
12.45. Contains 2000 sq. in. of 
special ‘‘A’’ weight Fiberglas cloth, 
proper amount of genuine TAPOX 
epoxy resin and hardener, milled 
Fibreglas fibres (for making filling 
paste), thixatropic powder (for use 
with resin to prevent run-off on 
vertical surfaces), mixing cups and 
spoons, brush, and complete illus- 
trated instructions. 


ee 


CITY. 


STAT| 





omplete guide for beginners™ 
repairing and restyling auto bodaa 
with Fiberglas and resin. Over im 
photos, non-technical. 7 


( Send complete price list | 
more information on repairing, RR” 
styling and customizing auto bod 
with TAPKITS. 








WE HAVE A LIMITED 
UPPLY OF THOSE POPULAR 
TEARDROP SPOTLIGHTS! 


Eastern Auto scoops the industry by 
bringing ‘back the most popular spot- 
light of all time with custom enthusiasts! 
We now have an exclusive supply of 
luxury-brand lights, designed to our 
own bullet-shaped specifications, that 
are the answer to every customizer’s 
dream! 
George Barris, famous custom de- 
> signer and builder, not only endorses 
. these Teardrops — he’s installing them 
m5” SEALED BEAM LENS! on his own custom dream-cars. 
JEWELER’S CHROME FINISH! Mounts on windshield molding of cars 


FULLY ADJUSTABLE — with wrap-around windshields! 
ing260° TURNING RADIUS! Specify make and year of car 


COMPLETE WITH MOUNTING EOMEY tase $22.50 ouch 


“DO-IT-YOURSELF"’ 


| >, 4 TENSION-BROWS 


PUSH-BUTTON 
WINDOW LIFTS 


Now — give your fenders the Genuine TRICO units 


Se oak Gams caus oe. for 2 windows. Lifts, 
formed heavy-gauge steel stamp. switches, all parts. Ford 
Gan. M0 gun a ts Wels ond "35-55; Merc..'39-55 
paint! (Specify) $19.95 set 


_" make and year: 
Pak itezn Auto 


. ‘49-54. Ford '49-51. 
a $19.95 per pair 

25% Deposit Required, F.O.B. Los Angeles, Postage 3319 C2 $0. GRAND AVE. 

C.0.D. Add 4% Sales Tax in California. 


California 


nj ROCKET-LITES 


all '52-56 Fords and 
derbirds. Genuine Olds 
ket" lenses mounted on 
rkling chrome, solid 
jece rims (no screws or 
s). Simple conversion in 
les—no cutting, welding, 
® drilling. 
jg Only $11.95 per set 
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Director 
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Wally Parks features 


“HOW | WON THE 
Photographers STOCK CAR CHAMPIONSHIP" 12 interview with John Mantz 


e “THIN” FORD 20 Sectioned Club Coupe 
AUTO SHOW ORGANIZATION 22 _ Biveprint For Action 
CLASSIC PICKUPS 28 A Pair of ‘‘Uncle Daniels’ 
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RESTYLING THE '57 MERCURY 34 by Winfield’s Custom Shop 
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OF CAR STRIPERS" 38 by Carl Kohler 
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SWINGIN’ VIC 46 Customized Ford Hardtop 
STYLE REPORT 48 Adaptable Chevrolet Grille 
GRAB BAG 54 _ Special Rear Fender Skirts 


how-to-do-its 


ENGINE SWAP 16 Buick Power For Studes 
QUARTER MIDGET ENGINES 50 Converting the ‘'Connie’’ 


departments 


SHOPPING AROUND 6 New Products 
LETTERS 8 From the Readers 
WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM 56 by Bob Pendergast 
JUNIOR FLIP 62 __ by Carl Kohler 
CUSTOM QUERIES 64 by Joe Bailon 


Pete Angress’ “‘Swingin’ Vic’’ shares top billing with 
the jewelly pair of street roadster pickups built by 
Dale Krutz and Dick MaCoy. Custom lovers need only 
to turn to page 46 for more on the Vic, while those 
whose rage runs to rodding will find the roadsters on} 


poge 28. i 
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WoRDS 


from the 


EDITOR 


)N THE FRONT OF this month’s cover 
you will notice the center blurb that de- 
es, “Auto Shows — special activity for car 
bs.” For all you car club members that 
e been searching for that secret formula 
staging your own successful car show — 
need not look any farther. On page twenty- 
you will find all the info needed to get 
» underway on basic procedure, along with 
Hpful hints suggested by local car clubs that 
now active with annual auto show events. 
pu will find that the writer, Bob Pendergast, 
you by the hand, committee by commit- 
, job by job, right up to show time. It’s 
ch an informative piece of text, that I sug- 
st that every club secretary file it for future 
and reference. 














Since all of you readers responded in force 

whether we should continue with fea- 
es such as “Ledhed McSlabb — Nobody 
indles McSpindle” you will find on page 

-eight a full expose on a timely subject 
lied “Interviewing The King Of Car Strip- 
”, Again, Carl Kohler, is the creator with 
pewriter and ink brush. 


On tap next month for all you speed and 
formance enthusiasts who enjoy possessing 
st a little more suds than the next guy's 
wchine, is a fantastic report on the popular 
ulloch blower by tech expert — Don 
cisco. Strange things have been happen- 
down Howard Johansen’s way here in 

































buthern California and I'nr sure you will 
ant to be tuned in on this exclusive blower 
ture. We don’t want to let the cat out of 
bag — but Howard and his renowned 
hev sedan turned an unofficial time of 113 
ph for the standing quarter mile at Santa 
recently — assisted by a modified Mc- 
ulloch blower! This should wet the appetite 
all you drag aspirants and we promise you 







on’t be disappointed in Don’s report. See | 


next month. —dick day 
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228 page CATALOG 
,; ~with16 pagesof 
last minute NEW items! 


NEW 

LOW 

PRICES 
f 








D 








THOUSANDS 
OF NEW 
ITEMS 


1957 
EDITION 
JUST 
OUT! 


FIRST 1957 fimeyayA 
ACCESSORIES Deon 


oli mokes and models of Oe ee mull cae) 
cers from 1920 thry 1957! 













Get your FREE copy now .. . everythi ou 
need for your car, truck, custom ayued tas on 
hot rod. Save up to 50°; buying-by-mail from 
Whitney! Thousands of hard-to-find items for 
cars from 1920 to 195~. See newest Hollywood 
accessories not offered in stores: high speed and 
—_ Parts, custom styling equipment . . . all at 
west prices! Guaranteed satisfaction or moncy 
back. r 20th year. Mail coupon. 
-_ RUSH COUPON 
ase send 25¢ to help pay catalog majling and 
handling costs. We wilt credit 25¢ on your first 
order for 55.00 or more. Mail coupon NOW! 


—— en @ {~ 
eas 2? A 4 

‘ = 
JUST A FEW OF OVER 75,000 ITEMS 


t PCa 


Mail This Coupon Today! —— 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917 (C3) Archer Avenue, 1 
Chicago 16. Hlinois 
Rush giant 1957 catalog of auto parts and accessories i 
















and handling cost. which will be credited to me on | 


’ 
| 

at sale prices. 1 enclose 25¢ to cover part of mailing | 
| my first $5.00-or-more order. 

i 

I 
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THE 
HEART OF YOUR MACHINE 


Finest power for racers, 
scooters, lawnmowers, gar- 
den tractors—any job within 
their capacity—is one of to- 
day’s Red Seal heavy-duty 
air-cooled models. They're built to get up 
and go, and backed by engine experience 
dating from 1902. Greater piston displace- 
ment gives power in excess of rating, plus 
low-speed lugging ability that eliminates 
stalls. Exclusive Contex ignition system 


speeds and simplifies adjustment, doubles 


life of points and plug. Optional low oil 
level ignition cutoff ends 
hazards of running dry. 
NOW AVAILABLE with 
built-in flywheel gener- 
ator charging batteries or 
lighting lights. 

e 

FOR 
DESCRIPTIVE BULLETIN 
AND ADDRESS OF YOUR 
DEALER, DROP A CARD 
TO “MIDGETS,” AT THE 
ADDRESS SHOWN BELOW: 


OXY-ACETYLENE 


Build your own hot rod wi 

this budget-priced Prest-O- 
welding and cutting outfit. Sectionigit 
channeling and chopping are alli 
your department with this equipmega 
All-in-one blowpipe welds, hea 
solders, brazes and cuts. Nope 
attachments. Just change tips fim 
switch from job to job. With fy 
instructions, $76.50. Wags 
for free booklet. Linde Air Produge 
Co., 30 East 42nd 9 


ISKENDERIAN VALVE TIMING 8 


Off the presses and available f 

immediate delivery; sixty-eig 

pages crammed full of vit 

information, diagrams, illustratio 

and isometric drawing. Every engi 
rebuilder and top tuner should 

this book as a referent 

piece for obtainit 

top performance and efficien 

from their enging 

Price $1.00. Write: Iskenderi 

Cams, 6338 West Slauson Blvd., ( 
Culver City, 





DUARTER MIDGET EQUIPMENT 


he famous “Earl Evans” cylinder heads 
now available for all 2-HP 
AU-7 series Continental Red Seal 
Wengines. Head is made of cast 
Yduminum with plenty of meat 
“4to prevent warpage. Stock or 
“various compression ratios available, 
Choice of spark plug location. 
“Hlarge fins assist in quickly 
Wiissipating heat. Priced at 
a $19.95. Write: Evans Speed Equipment, 
2550 Seaman Avenue CC, El Monte, Calif. 


TNE TAN 


for maximum output 


C.. 


1., 
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1 EARN CASH 
FIXING CARS 
AS | TRAIN! 


CTI training in Auto Mechan- 

ics is so practical that many 

students do repairing in spare 

time, earn up to $15 a week and more. CT/ 
training pays its own way! 


EARN GOOD PAY 
ENJOY SECURITY 


COCO 


A Trade You Can Learn at Home 


Do you want a better job, good pay and life-time 
security? Then listen to this: The auto industry 
desperately needs trained mechanics. Many earn 
top pay in interesting jobs. Others open their 
own shops. There’s plenty: of work, because over 
60 million vehicles are on the road, and over 
7 million more are produced annually. 

You can learn Auto Mechanics quickly at 
bome. CTI witl train you in months— teach you 
every phase of auto repair and maintenance. You 
wan bave extra training in Diesel Mechanics or 
Body-Fender Rebuilding at no extra cost, if you 
choose! For complete information, please mail 
coupon below. You'll get TWO FREE BOOKS 
that give you the facts. 


ONLY CTI SENDS THIS TUNE-UP KIT 
—YOU ALSO GET A SET OF TOOLS 


You quickly locate engine troubles 
with these essential instruments. 
Included are a Compression Test- 
er, a Vacuum Gauge and Fuel 
Pump Tester, an Ignition 
Timing Light, and a steel case. 
You can practice as you learn! 


You aie get this fine-quali- 
ty set of mechanic’s tools. 
These help you get experi- 
ence while training, do spare 
time repairing. for profit. 
Both Tune-Up Kit and Tool 
Set are yours to use—and 
keep. No extra cost! 


MAIL TODAY—TWO FREE BOOKS 
Commercial Trades Institute 


Greenleaf Avenue Dept. A-471 


1400 
Chicago 26, Ilinois 
Send your Auto Mechanics book and Sample Lesson. 


Age. 


: CU i 





(Dealers Wanted) 


Make More Money in 


AUTO MECHANICS 


Learn at home in spare time. Low tuition ‘‘All-in- 
one’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASES!!! 
You get everything you need for success in 
America's BIGGEST Industry. We also give you 
Motor Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, and 
complete Tool Set. Write for information. 

Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. 


| National Schools Dept. DIE- 37, 

| 4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif. 
Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 

i a a Age 

i Address. 

a City. State_* __ 

t Check if mterested OWLY i Resident Schoo! Traiming st Les Angeles 


iver City 13, Calif. 


Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Easily operated from property wired 
110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
gift with a life-long use. . . . Order 
today on 10-day money back guarantee. 

Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Ill. Dept. F64-¢ 


CAR CRAFT STRIKES AGAIN 
Dear Sir: 

Here’s a shot of my ‘51 Ford, customi 
according to “how-to-do-it's” appearing 
back issues of Car Craft. All filling and 
frenching around the ‘52 Merc headlig 
was done with fiberglass — this shows it 


grille spinners, the scoop skirts use ‘53 
side-trim “teeth”, and the straight bar gf 
installation is an accessory item. 

— Bob Lubbart, 

Windsor, Pa. 

it’s really gratifying to see cars beautified 
techniques gleaned from our magazine — 
with us, there's more coming up. — Ed. 


FIRST TIME OUT 
Dear Sir: : 
This is my first try at customizing, a ' 
Plymouth Cranbrook convertible. I ej 





_fyour magazine every month — and liked 
MA"ledhed McSlabb”, too. 
— Chuck Armstrong, 
Freeport, Penna. 
e Lincoln taillights and Montclair side-trim 


es almost fooled us. — Ed. 


SO-CAL CHEV FAN 
Dear Sir: 
' Enclosed is a picture of my pride and joy — 
telatively rare 1938 Chevy. It sports a 48 
pgine with dual exhausts, a hood and deck 
bb, molded '49 Plymouth bumper and 


ee 


6.50:16 “oversizer’s” on the back. It is painted 
jet black. 

I have nearly every copy of Car Craft 
you've published, and what I like best about 
our magazine is that a car doesn’t have to be 
costly $10,000 custom to rate a place in it. 

— Jimmy Bellovich, 
Pomona, Calif. 
anks for the kind words, Jim — we aim to 
— Ed. 


; NEW READERS SEMI 
ae Dear Sir: 

I have been reading your magazine for 
about six months now and enjoy it very much. 
Enclosed are some snapshots of my ’42 Ford. 
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Is your ieather or plastic 
upholstery faded or worn? 
RamCote restores the 
Original color and texture 
to your car’s upholstery. 
You can change color, 
too! Available in eleven 
standard colors and clear. 
Any shade obtainable by 
inter-mixing colors. Easily 

vrner patie applied, brush or spray. 

Won't chip or peel. Water- 

proof — fadeproof. Use on 

Luggage, Sports Equip- 

ment, Lcunge Chairs, etc. 

See your local dealer or 

write for FREE informa- 

tion and color chart. 


RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 
1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicago 21, Ill. Dept. C.C. 


SPEEDWAY 


1/4. MIDGET* 


ron Tmax use. “QS, 


Complete repair department. 
Cars can be financed. 

* For further information and 
Free Brochure, write Dept. Cc-3 


Aes SPEE DWeta 
3 1, MIDGET MFG. CO. 





COMING 
NEXT MONTH 


MODIFYING THE McCULLOCH 
BLOWER 
by Don Francisco 
AUTO SHOW ORGANIZATION 
Part II — by Bob Pendergast 
SPECIAL REPORT ON REAR 
FENDER FINS 
by George Barris 


WATCH FOR IT ON YOUR 
NEWSSTANDS—MARCH STH 


F.0.B. 


forum Gell Gardens 395° 


BUILT-IN safety - BODY — fiberglass - FRAME 
— 1%” channel iron + TIRES — front 10° 0.d., 
rear 12” o.d. © ENGINE — 2 h.p. Continental 7: 5 
cu. in. © UPHOLSTERY — printed naguhyde - 
FRONT AXLE — tubular and plated steel - REAR 
AXLE — 1” 0.d. solid shafting and flange-type pil- 
“low-block bearings + DRIVE—13 to 24—41# 
chain - FOCT THROTTLE — adjustable - FRONT 
SUSPENSION — leaf spring +» CHROME —com- 
pleted car only » PAINT — lacquer in standard 
colors and 2-tone. 
Complete line of replacement parts 1005 guar- 
antee on all workmanship. 
MANTZ '/4 MIDGET 


Gardens, Calif 


a) 


The scart is eealiie green., The i interior ha 
not been customized yet. The engine is a '3) 
Ford equipped with triple carburetion, hig 
compression heads, 9% cam, Mallory ignitios 
and headers. The transmission has Zeph 
gears. 
— Dave Williams, 

i: Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Pre-War semi-customs with hopped-up engi 
will never die — and we're glad — Ed. 


OHIO CHILL-CHALLENGER 
Dear Sir: 

I have been reading your magazine eve 
since I became interested in souping up m 
car. I bought a °30 Model “A” roadster 
installed a Ford V8 with 34 cam, 3%," bo 
dual carbs, dual exhausts, chopped flywheel 


ported and relieved block. The inside of thé 
car is reworked with a Model “B” dash ant 
the door panels are red and black, while th 
outside is black with a white top. The sez 
are Crosley buckets done in black and red. 
— Robert Walters, 

Findlay, Ohio 
It takes a brave man to drive a roadster whe 
they have real seasons — Ed. 
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Ti aceendindaille 
Cet lead STUDEBAKER 


Tune Up, PepUp, 


Fix Up ANY CAR! 


NOW! Even beginners can handle practically 


Keep 'em running having the 19 
like clockwork! 


You How in this 
GIANT NEW 
4% |b. EDITION 


of the world's most 
famous cor repair manval 


= There's a secret to fixing cars .. . 


and this world famous Chilton 


# “ALL CARS” Manual is it! With it, you can handle practically any 
job faster, easier and better than you may have dreamed. 


From engines to transmissions . . 


drives .. 
you need to know... 


. from carburetors to ignitions’. . . 


. from power steering to over- 
it tells you just what 


shows almost every operation step by step in 


almost 3000 big, clear pictures. Using your Chilton Manual is like 


Chilton experts who prepared it standing beside you. 
Just follow their simple instructions and it is next to impossible to 


go wrong... even on the toughest jobs! 


PRACTICE 10 DAYS... FREE 


No guess work! No lost time! Just look up 
the make, model and part you want to fix. 
Trouble-shooting charts help you locate 
what's wrong. every step of making 
needed repairs or adjustments is explained 
in a way you're sure to understand. 
Puzzling details are made crystal clear. 


You'll find this giant Manual in almost 
every car shop . . . because it saves loads 
of time even for the experts. You'll find 
it in schools, in Army-Navy training . . . 
and wherever beginners are fixing CARS 
BECAUSE IT MAKES EVERY JOB SO 
EASY TO DO. 

From beginning to end, the Chilton 


EXTRA BONUS! “tes rece 


CHLTOM BOOKS AME SOLD BY LEALING BOOK STORES, 
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MAIL COUPON! 


See for 


“ALL CARS” Manual is a complete prac- 
tical working guide by Chilton’s Motor 
Age and Automotive Industries magazine 
experts. It shows how to handle jobs with 
standard tools under ordinary conditions. 


You learn work-saving shorteuts. You 
learn what mistakes to avoid. In many 
cases, Chilton even takes into account the 
wear of parts on old cars and gives you 
“wear adjusted” specifications for best 
possible car performance. Covers every 


model of above 22 leading makes from 
1940 through 1956—over 650 models in all. 
Contains over 800 pages; 53 Trouble- 
shooting Charts; 397 Quick Check Data 
Tables; almost 3000 ially-taken pic- 
tures; and thousands of specifications. 


ourself how easy itis! 


3 THE CHILTON COMPANY, Dept. CC-37X 5605 Chestnut Street, Philedeiphie 39, Pa. 1 

Send me the big new CHILTON “ALL CARS” REPAIR MANUAL (price only $6.95) for 10-doy 
FREE EXAMINATION. Include the SHOP KINKS book of no extra cost. If | like the “ALi CARS” 

2 Manvel, | will promptly remit $1.95 (plus 45 postage and handling); then send $2.50 
och month for two months in full payment. Otherwise | will return both 


books postpaid in 10 days and owe you nothing. 


(Ovtride U.S.A. 
SE BE Ss ae 


save! i 
Send $6.95 with 
order 


ond 
Peys pestege-ben- 
. Some 


10-dey 


Om Ge BS Se Sy FN 
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by Bob Pendergast 


Ar™ WITNESSING Johnny Mantz drive 
the decisive event which determined he 
was to be the United States Auto Club’s 1956 
Stock Car Champion I got together with him 
in an informal interview for the benefit of 
CAR CRAFT’s readers. A quiet, unassuming 
guy, John runs an industrial supply company 
when not racing, and looks more like the kind 
of person you'd expect to be an aggressive 
young business executive, than he does the 
Hollywood portrayal of a race driver. 

Unfortunately for the movies, John is a busi- 
ness exec and a race driver — and turns in 
championship performances in both fields of 
endeavor. But what makes this particular 
combination of talents he possesses of interest 
to Car Craft readers is the insight it has given 
him into the purpose of stock car racing, and 
the hot rod enthusaists’ potential place in the 
future scheme of things. 

“How did you win this year’s USAC cham- 
pionship in the stock car division?” I asked. 
John answered that question briefly, and to 
the point. “I won the championship because I 
had the best car-and-crew combination in com- 
petition this season. Ex-hot rodders Chuck 
Daigh, Fran Hermandez, and all the rest of 
the boys on the Peter DePaolo Engineering 
team of Ford cars have the initiative that's 
characteristic of the sport they served their ap- 
prenticeship in. And that’s why we won!” 
When these boys get done readying a car for 
a race, any jerk like me can get in, press on the 
button for 200 miles, and win a race doing it” 
says Mantz. “Wait a minute, John.” I said “I 
asked how you won the title, what’s all this we 
stuff?” That’s how it is Bob,” Mantz replied, 
“And I can prove it too. Look at it this way. 
The USAC Championship is awarded to the 
driver earning the most points during the sea- 
son, right? O.K., then the guy who makes 
every single race scheduled has, theoretically, 
the best chance of making the highest total. 
But we only ran at about 75% of the races 
open to us — and so we had to go all-out at 
each and every one in order to have the '56 
Champion wind up being a man in a Ford.” 

I asked John how this affected the team 
strategy. “The strategy was simple — get on it! 
No matter what the distance of the race, we 
went full-bore from flag to flag in every one — 
trusting in the built-in reliability of the Fords, 
plus the meticulous preparation of the cars by 

CONTINUED 
13 
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Jobnny Mantz, tired but jubilant, ac- 
cepts the congratulations of sports- 
caster Tom Hanlon as J. C. Agajanian 
presents Paramount Ranch race trophy. 


Behind the wheel, Mantz is all busi- 
ness. All Peter DePaolo Engineering 
team Fords are equipped with roll bars 
and shoulder harnesses as shown here. 


Peek underneath rear reveals double tubu- 
lar shocks, lowering blocks, brake and dif- 
ferential air scoops. Three-position shackles 
permit adjustment to track conditions. 


Fresh air is ducted from grille-shell to 
front brakes via flex hose. Drums are extra 
wide, heavily finned for cooling. Note 
lower shock mount on upper A-frame, rear. 
1d 





Chuck and the rest of the boys, to get us 
through without dropping out with some me- 
chanical failure.” How did that strategy work 
out, | inquired. “I finished in the first four in 
every race I started” John answered “and out 
of all the races we ran this season, I finished 
all but one in the car I started with.” 

The one exception Johnny Mantz was re- 
ferring to was the 250 mile Stock Car Road 
Race at Paramount Ranch, California — the 
event I mentioned before. John was leading 
the points standings for USAC stocks by a mar- 
gin that dictated he must finish in the first 
three at this event to cake the title. After com- 
ing in 1, 2, 3 or 4 all season this might not 
seem too difficult, but their first and last me- 
chanical failure on John’s trusty Ford occurred 
at this event. “A little piece of gasket cement 
worked out from under the valve cover on the 
left bank and somehow found its way into the 
oil passage lubricating the rocker arm shafts” 
John related, “so it wasn’t long before I was in 
the pits with a V8-running on four.” 


TK 
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Stock fuel pumps are required by rules, 
so DePaolo team crewmen rigged cooling 
system to prevent vapor-lock, using flex 
bose drawing in outside air from grille. 


This was at the 21st lap. Knowing that 
Johnny's (and Ford’s!) Championship was 
about to go down the drain unless Mantz fin- 
ished the race in the first three, Troy Ruttman, 
who was leading the race at the time, offered 
Johnny 4s car, via frantic signals to the pit as 
he passed. “It was the finest piece of racing 
sportsmanship I’ve ever witnessed,” said 
Mantz, “But I couldn’t see making Troy give 
up his well-earned lead.” Peter DePaolo, veter- 
an big-time racing chauffeur and manager of 
the team of four Fords entered by his engin- 
eering company, solved the dilemma in a 
hurry. Fellow DePaolo team-member Jerry 
Unser, driving on asphale for the first time but 
doing a bang-up job of it anyway, was flagged- 
in and Mantz took off in hot pursuit of the 
leaders in Jerry's car. This was on the 31st lap 
— ten laps of the 125 laps race had gone down 
the drain while Mantz had been marooned in 
the pits. In spite of this handicap he finished 
a strong second behind Sam Hanks (Meraury) 
after Ruttman’s Ford went out with broken 
fan belts — three in three laps! 

“We get the picture, John,” I said, “but how 
about the years of experience you've poured 
into the development of your own brand of 
racing skill — the ability to get a car around 
the track faster than the next guy?” John 
answered this with a capsule re-cap of his rac- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 58 


Quick refueling during pit stops can win 
races, so special vents of large diameter 
are installed. Neoprene hose from vent 
has valve that is shut-off after stop. 


x ‘ A ri 3 
Channel-section pillars support upper ends 
of tube shocks. Stiffness of shocks made 
cross-brace bar necessary to prevent pos- 
sibility of frame flex when cornering. 
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FORTY-EIGHT HOUR FIREBALL 


_a lighter load breathes new fire into an old dragon 


ERLYN “WINDY” WINDHAM, Bell- 
flower, California hot rod and custom car 
enthusiast, is responsible for this month’s Car 
Craft engine swap. Windy should be no 
stranger to long-time readers of Car Craft, as 
his 55 Buick “Dragon #1” was featured with- 
in the pages of the November ’55 edition. 
The “old” dragon did pretty well at the 
drags, winning trophies first in the stock class, 
then turning-up just over the 90 mark consis- 
tently after the engine was modified. But 
Windy felt he was fighting a losing battle in 
trying to obtain quick elapsed timges in the 
quarter using a 4,300 pound machine—so a 
lighter load was deemed to be in order. 


16 


Obtaining a 53 Studebaker coupe from hot- 
rod minded Thrifty Auto Sales in his homé 
town, Windy and his co-workers at Quik-Way 
Automotive Service in Bellflower had at it 


engine that was the heart of the originally 
Dragon found its load reduced by a half-tonty 
Initial tests at the strip showed an i 

mediate jump into the high 90's, with reducy 
tion in elapsed-time all out of proportion to 
the “top end” miles per hour increase. But 
let's take a look through the lens of Car Craft's} 
camera and see why the long-neglected Stud 
is rapidly gaining popularity as ideal engine 
swap material... 





FAR LEFT. Car Craft's Managing 
Editor checks-out the fine points of 
Bev and Merlyn Windbam's Buick- 
Studebaker combo. LEFT, Ready to 
be buttoned-up, only surgery show- 
ing is torched generator relief. 
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ABOVE. Dragon #2 bears emblem 
of the clan painted by Bev, plus 
sponsorship acknowledgments to 
Engle, Jahns, Weiand equipment: 
labor by Transmission Specialists, 
Virgil’s Automotive engine work. 


LEFT. Merlyn “Windy” Windham 
with Dragon #1, source of the 
power plant in the 48-hour fireball. 
His trophy-winning ’55 Buick was 
featured on the cover of the No- 
vember, ’55, issue of Car Craft. 

CONTINUED 
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ENGINE SWAP. ceotinve 


Since ’38 Buick Century floor-shift , 
trans matches-up to Buick V8’s sans 7 
adaptor, swap starts with adaption — 
of ’S5 Olds 88 tailshaft housing, as 
shown in August ’56 Hot Rod 

Magazine. Rear trans mount is ’55 Fe 
engine mount pad on channel bracket, 


With the back end taken care of, the 
next step is to provide front mounts 

- that match the Stude frame. Discs of 
344” steel are cut and drilled to 

take stock Buick V8 mounting pads. 
Frame alterations for front mounts 
are shown in next photo down. 


Steel discs are welded in place just 
outside and to the rear of the Stude 
mounting holes, then braced by un- 
used portion of stock mount cut-off 
and repositioned underneath, then 

welded up solid to disc and mount. 
Height of Stude mounts is correct. 


Stude driveshaft has three U-joints, 

but “Budebaker” will have but two. 
Support bracket for middle joint is 
removed, channel steel substituted for 
rear transmission mount. Ford Engine 
mount pad shown again here. Cut-out 
will be covered with aluminum sheet, 





Gusseting for rear transmission mount 
crossmember has been added, and the 
engine and gearbox set in place. Cut- 
out over transmission and bell housing 
area was made in as neat 4 manner 

as is possible with torch; then 

latched into place with small tabs. 


Splicing of Oldsmobile driveshaft to 
Stude component is done just aft of 
where middle U-joint was located. 
Hole in floor shown here would not 
have been necessary if car had not 
lowered; many Stude owners may 
make similar swaps skipping this. 


Stock Stude (with auto trans) has 
brake pedal with two cranks; replac- 
ing with separate pads frees one for 
use as clutch. Strap steel crank on 
shaft works ’54 Buick shift bell- 

crank suspended from ’54 Buick clutch 
shaft support bracket on bellbousing. 


Left-side exhaust manifold was cut- § ea — 2 = ¢ ma 
off just above collector portion; rt. : he 
new collector welded-up out of steel ‘ bss * 
lubing to provide additional clearance NO eld oe - “eg 
required around Stude steering, . * a < <7 
Stude radiator used with custom hoses; a ee 7 ee 
12V-6V resistor finished the job. 
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lowa enthusiast puts °50 club coupe on low budget di 


Te ceraresie 


SP 


Slender side view of the ’50 Ford coupe unveils Emil’s secret maneuver for neat appea 
ance — a full five inch section removed from body! The wheel openings have been fu 
radiused. Suspension systems remain strictly stock. Two tone exterior color combing 
tion is Turquoise and Egg Shell White. The bubcaps originate from a ’54 Studebake 
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Photos by Michael Pakeltis 


customizing expensive?” Not as far 
Emil Kretchmer of Sioux City, lowa, 
oncerned. Emil’s immaculate coupe 
esents sixteen months of sparetime 
brk and a total of a $400 expense for 
ious components that went into the 


d's clever disguise. Grille assembly 
“ bumpers were lifted from ’S5 
pdge. Shaded headlight rims are ac- 
ory items. Note the new hood. 


bing off the slenderized rear fenders are ’55 Chevrolet taillights. Note how the ’55 
dge rear bumper contours lower portion of rear fenders, All deck lid goodies 
we been discarded. Emil and his custom Ford offer proof enough that you can create 
¢ build your custom car and that the do-it-yourself kick is not just an over rated fallacy. 
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some reason the organization of a successful car-club sponsored auto 
show scares-off many a good group before they get into it far enough to 
realize it isn’t too much for them after all. 

Putting on your own show resembles another step in your.club’s progress 
in a lot of ways—the step of drawing-up your own constitution and 
by-laws. The similarities are many — it’s a complicated job; but if enough 
people pitch-in on it and limit their individual concern to their own 
particular phase of the task, it becomes simple. Promoting your show 
can be haridled in the same way. 


WHY HAVE A SHOW? 


With so many clubs holding shows nowadays, there must be good 
reasons for the popularity of these events — and there are! Activities your 
entire membership can take part in are the lifeblood of your dub— 
putting on an auto show lets everybody get into the act for a change, 
instead of just the club officers. Holding a show is just about the best way 
known of giving your club-name prestige in the eyes of other groups 
in your area — and the respect and admiration of your entire community 
for a job “well done”. On the hard-headed side of the coin, there’s tan- 
gible gains to be reaped from a successful show — the club’s members 
get experience in advertising, publicity, meeting the public, and general 
business administration techniques that will stand them in good stead 
in future years. Besides, if your show is properly publicized and spectator 
admission is charged, your club's treasury can wind up much the better 
for the event — we've seen clubs in Los Angeles area net as much as 
$500 “for the cause” from a one-day show! In an area where custom cars 
seldom draw more than a second glance as they tool down the street, such 
as L.A., drawing a big paying crowd is certainly more difficult than in 
sections where rods and customs are more unique — but it’s been done, and 
can be repeated in your community. 


BASIC SHOW ORGANIZATION 

The ball starts rolling when your club votes to hold a show. Once the 
decision has been made, everything else should happen as a matter of 
course. Clubs that put on a show every year, or oftener, can tell you that 
it gets easier every time. That's because the entire procedure is simple 
enough to be reduced to mere routine as the group’s experience accumulates. 

Often a club would like to put on a show, but doesn’t feel that it 
is big enough to tackle the job. If a club has fifteen or more members, 
this doesn’t hold water — with that many people to work with, numbers 
don’t matter as much as enthusiasm and willingness to take on the myriad 
tasks a show requires. 


BY BOB PENDERGAST 
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AUTO SHOW continued 


Photos by Day, O’Olivo, Rickman 


Making signs for the competing 
cars at your show is best done 
at whatever spot you choose as 
headquarters. Vital information 
about car such as year, make, 
engine, etc., should be on the 
signs to aid the judging task. 


SERVICE CLUB SPONSORSHIP 


With not enough members to get the job 
done, #n-assisted, the small club must seek-out 
an ally. Another car club is one possibility — 
many successful shows have been cooperative 
ventures, with more than one club sharing the 
honors. But most often, wiser choice would be 
one of your community’s service clubs — 
groups like the Kiwanis, Optimists, Jay-Cees, 
etc. Usually composed of already successful 
business men in their own right, these groups 
have a wealth of experience in promoting ex- 
hibitions, acquired from their own ventures 
in this direction in connection with their own 
civic .betterment projects. 

A service club undoubtedly has already 
made many of the contacts that your club 
would have to search-out from scratch — such 
as the man to see at the local newspaper re- 
garding publicity for your show, for example. 
As a matter of fact, “the man to see” may 
even be a member of one of these groups — 
more often than not he is! 


TIMING YOUR PRESENTATION 


Before you can go much past your original 
decision to have a show, the question of 
“When?” must be answered. A date of at 
least two months in advance is recommended 
— the more time you have, the less hassle will 
be involved in bringing your show about. 

Future happenings in the area must be con- 
sidered — it wouldn't do to schedule your show 
on a date when some big attraction in the next 
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town would cause your exposition to be 
nored. On the other hand, some type of 
held concurrently can help your show. 
example, holding your show in conjund 
with a church bazaar has proven to be a ga" 
idea — if the two events can be blended i 
one, taking place at the same time and on# 
same grounds. Crowds attracted by one 
will support attendance at the other, and 
versa. A community fair or festival of s0 
sort put on by one of the local service d 
can be greatly aided by the inclusion of 
auto exhibit — and once again, the advange 
works both ways. Tying your show in witli 
recognized community affair such as thé 
and perhaps joint-sponsorship of your p 
of the event with a church group or 
club, is the surest road to success for 
club’s first attempt at organizing a show. 


COMMITTEES GET THE JOB DONE: 


The secret of turning a potential night 
into a dream-show is delegation of autho 
and the responsibility that must go with 
If every member of your club is concef 
with every aspect of the show, you're all g¢ 
to wind up in a rest home before it’s over. 
if each member has his own particular p 
of the organization to take care of, no one 
feel that the show is too much trouble, y 
the details will be attended to on time. 

Committees are the way this division o 
sponsibility ‘is accomplished. For every 
that must be done before, during, and 4 
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show, a committee must be created. 
Committee Chairmen should be volunteers, 
pointed to their various posts by the club 
ssident. Committee Members should be se- 
sted by the Committee Chairmen on the 
‘“qpeis of their availability and aptitude for the 
bs he has in mind. 
Co-ordinating the activities of the indi- 
fual committees is an absolute must — some- 
has to do this so that each Committee 


e ember doesn’t have to worry about working 


tn to make up what is known as the Show 
pmmittee, and membership on it is limited 
@ Chairmen of the individual Committees. 


* 
; 


No show should be without 2 
display of the trophies to be 
given the various class winners. 


When an admission charge is 
made a clubmember must be ap- 
pointed ticket seller at the gate. 


Here's how it works. suppose you're on the 
Promotion Committee, whose job it is to make 
the show known to the public through posters, 
newspaper “plugs,” etc. Your Committee 
Chairman is “wired-in” on the activities of 
all the other Committees through his atten- 
dance of Show Committee meetings — he can 
tell you anything you need to know about 
what phases of the other Committees’ activi- 
ties may overlap with some of your personal 
responsibilities as a member of this particular 
Committee. He knows what's happening be- 
cause he had to report on the activities of bis 
Committee at the Show Committee meetings 
— and so did every other member of the Show 
Committee, because they are all also Chair- 
men of Committees similar to the one you're 
serving on, but with different tasks to perform. 


HOW TO GET GOING 


Your club president is automatically the 
Chairman of the Show Committee, and should 
select the members of this group from volun- 
teers out of the club membership. Each mem- 
ber of the Show Committee supervises a sub- 
committee. They select the members of their 
own committees from the membership. 

Before going to look for a place to hold 
your show, after you've settled on a date, you 


Renting a2 public address system makes it 
possible for your show to have recorded 
background music in between important 
show announcements about judging, etc. 
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AUTO SHOW continued 


must make up all the rest of your committees. 
This is so the committee members will have 
time to look over the possibilities in each of 
their respective departments, and then give a 
report to their Committee Chairman. The 
Committee Chairmen (who make up the 
Show Committee) will then be thoroughly 
briefed on all the details of putting on the 
show, and be qualified to answer all questions 
that will be asked by the persons controlling 
the property you wish to use. As an example, 
let's suppose you decide to have a one-day 
show at an outdoor location. Your club presi- 
dent and the Committee Chairmen who make 
up the Show Committee make an appointment 
with the Supervisor of Public Schools in your 
city to see if you can obtain the use of a play- 
ground for the show. During your discussion 
with him he may ask questions about insur- 
ance and finance pertaining to your show. 
When these questions come up, your club 
president need only refer him to the member 
of the Show Committee whose own committee 
has investigated these phases of your show’s 
promotion. Mr. School Supervisor (or who- 
ever he is) will get the answers to his ques- 
tions right then and there — the questions he 
must have answered before he can give his 
permission for your use of the area. Your 
chances of obtaining the site of your choice are 
increased tremendously by being prepared to 
answer questions of any nature regarding your 
forthcoming show when you have an inter- 
view with the person controlling the property 
you need. By having all the individual com- 
mittee’s chairmen present at this meeting, in 


Committee, your club president énow; 
the needed information will not be 


COMMITTEES YOU WILL NEED 


Since the Show Committee is made 
the Chairmen from the rest of the commj 
you'll have to get these underway first. ¥ 
need a Promotion Committee to handle 
tising, publicity, printing of posters 
ing the show, entry blanks, etc. The 
awards Committee will be needed to g 
merchandise awards and trophy do 
from merchants. Your Facilities Comg 


public address system, and takes care of me 
thing else that will be needed in the wa 
equipment at the show itself — signs 
cars, etc. Many shows become a local 
sation-piece weeks before their schedule 
cause of events slated to come-off during 
show, such as the final judging of a conte 
select “Miss Autorama,” or some sim 
“queen-contest” type of event. Your dm 
Special Events committee will work handp 
glove with the Promotion Committee on om’ 
nating this type of “gimmick” — but 
sponsibility of carrying it off smoothly du 
the actual running of the show will be y 
them. While these committees are gettpi 
started the Competition Committee memipe 
have their heads together figuring out 
classification and judging procedures to 
used during the show. Their work must 
gin immediately, as the classes of competif 
to be offered, as well as an outline of 


Headquarters at an outdoor 
day show can be just a pic 
table as shown here. E 
blank processing and car 
making are best done b 
Clubmember’s girlfriends 

really help-out on many 





cally big shows last longer but re- 
ire the same type preparation and 


ftheh urance protection as your show. 


oncessionaires should be brought in 
furnish a source of refreshments 
spectators’ 


show convenience. 


§ As you can see, the work of many of these 
pmmittees ties-in with other committees’ re- 


stance, the Promotion Committee cannot 
int up and distribute entry blanks until the 


at prizes will be offered. The ‘Awards Com- 
mittee cannot determine what awards are 
peeded until the Competition Committee gives 
hem the classification structure that will be 
sed during the show. Co-ordination of these 
ors is the reason for the existence of the 
ipoow Committee. Since each member of the 
thow Committee is also a chairman of one of 
sub-committees, meetings of the Show 
ommittee provides the exchange of infor- 
nation and ideas between committees that is 
bsolutely essential to having a well-run and 
sful auto show. 


INSURANCE 


i Any property owner has to concern him- 
lf with the question of liability. Anyone 
ho steps across his boundaries becomes his 
sponsibility; the postman, meter reader, 
wspaper boy, the milkman — and many 
ore, are all potential menaces to his bank 
count! Not maliciously, of course, but — if 
is dog should bite the meterman, or the milk- 
nan slips on his icy walk this winter, he’s 
liable for a lawsuit. 


When you approach a property owner and 
propose to bring several dozen cars and a few 
hundred spectators onto his land, he'll want to 
know what kind of liability protection will be 
provided, and by whom. This means insur- 
ance — and it is certainly unreasonable to ask 
a man to use his land, and expect him to not 
only let you use it, but also to arrange, and 
pay for, whatever protection he’s going to need 
while you're using it. 

No, your club is going to have to provide 
insurance for the property owner during your 
show — and for yourselves, too. One-day event 
coverage of this nature is inexpensive, and 
policies are available that will cover everyone 
in connection with the show. If your club is 
incorporated (as it should be) the attainment 
of the insurance should be eased considerably. 

Incorporation simply means that your club 
is listed as a legitimate organization with the 
state where your club operates. Filing articles 
of incorporation can be an expensive item due 
to legal fees involved, but the actual filing fee 
to the state is usually quite nominal. 

After being incorporated, the members of 
your club are no longer responsible individu 
ally, for anything the members do collectively, 
and vice-versa. In other words, if the club be- 
came involved in a lawsuit, and was incor- 
porated, the club alone, not the individual 
members, is liable for any legal action that 
might be brought against it. That's why in- 
surance of any event you may conduct is all 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 60 
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End Result of a Searc 
for the Original Street Re 





Chubsie 


PICK-UPS 


hk MaCoy of Inglewood, California, is responsible for the ’29 A-V8 roadster pick-up 
mtured above. Resplendent in Golden Rod Yellow, it represents bis first foray into 
t field of rodding. “Pure” look is heightened by chrome-plated ’27 “T” bumper. 


Krutz, another Inglewood classic fancier, chose the ’27-T as his version of the 
iginal”’, A fireman by trade, Dale’s V8 powered wagon just had to be painted red. 
al flame (’51 Ford color) contrasts beautifully with the car’s white top and tarp. 


CONTINUED 
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Front-end of the “Krutzwagen” consists of 
"34 axle, dropped; ’40 spindles and brakes 
with Bell Auto steering arm; ’49 shocks. 
Front crossmember of channel frame is an 
“A”; center, ’32; rear, genuine Model T. 
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Taillights made for ’54 Ford pick-ups lo 
just right on the rear of Krutz’ “T”. Mode 
“A” rear-end teams-up with ’40 Ford bra 
and ’50 Merc 15” wheels to form rear s 
pension, latched-on to "T” crossmemb 


Rear aspect of the MaCoy Model “A” sh 
off custom exhaust stacks, neat-o 
Stock “A” taillights used here; like 
other car, 8.20:15 whitewalls grace 
rear with wide-base 15” Ford wheels 





/ 
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MaCoy’s rod, like the Krutz creation, was 
under the wing of Don Roberts at “Bear's” 
Custom Shop in Inglewood when it came 
time to ding out dents and paint things up. 
Canvas work was done by Carson Top. 


a: 


ing owned a Santa Ana “gasser” pre- MaCoy’s A-bone has an Ye" overbore ver- 
@iously, Krutz didn’t go all-out on the ’48 sion of the same ’48 Ford as used in the 
wine in bis “T”. Evans beads and achop- “T”, but with a Howard cam and Edel- 

ed flywheel provide plenty of snort for brock heads and manifold for that little 
omemade headers to handle with ease. extra something beneath the “loud” pedal. 
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SUBTLE SE 


concentration on over-all custom theme p 
loaded engine results in John Major’s club co 


4 


The more you study John Major's customized 
’S4 Ford, the more it seems to grow on you with 
its many clever, yet subtle, metal work innovations. 


Scoops have been incorporated into rear Rear fenders feature ’55 Chev taillights 
fenders with wire screen serving as grille a reversed position. Scalloped side 
work, Hudson Jet front fender flairs bave 
been spliced to rear fender wheel openings. 
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‘armed over Ford powerplant possesses Spalding cam, Thomas rocker arms, Mallory 
agspark, Offenbauser three pot manifold. Belond headers and exhaust system featured. 


1 lodified Buick rear bumper highlights 
ri of stark appearing Ford. Body work 
ovas done by Joe Wilbelm’s custom shop of 

Jose, Calif. Car was lowered 3 inches. 


RCH, 1957 


Expanded metal and Plymouth grille bar 
make clever combo for grille styling. Note 
frenched headlights scallop-paint job. Col- 
or is beautiful Golden Maroon and W bite. 
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RESTYLES 


THE '57 MERCURY 
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HE '57 MERCURY can easily be considered the most con- 

troversial automotive product of the year. Its oblong, squared- 
off styling is as fresh as they come, and is a far cry from other 
new makes that place heavy emphasis on fins, low silhouette tops, 
and the so-called “motion while standing still,” styling. Since 
we are basically concerned with the restyling potentials of each 
product, it’s interesting to point out that the new Merc with its 
un-dated design offers all the ingredients for transforming the 
car into a metal showcase of true semi-customizing. Evidence of 
this claim is quite apparent when viewing the Cadaret render- 
ings that follow. Innovations for the “Big M” emanate from 
Gene Winfield’s Custom Shop, Modesto, California, metal 
surgeon for this month's restyling caper. CONTINUED 
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Illustrations by Bob Cadaret 





RESTYLE THE 'S57 MERCURY continued 


BODY MODIFICATIONS 


Only minor alterations were performed to 
the body of the car; side trim was removed 
and holes filled, door handles were discarded 
and replaced with an electrical push button 
system, and all trademark lettering and medal- 
lions found their way to the “deep six” locker. 


HOOD, GRILLE AND HEADLIGHT 
MODIFICATIONS 


Up front, Gene, took advantage of the 
huge horizontal grille cavity for the clever 
placement of small round chromed rods that 
serve as the grille assembly. The headlight’s 
shade angle was reworked to blend with the 
newly exposed upper bumper pan. Special 
chromed sheet metal housings were fitted into 
the newly enlarged headlight openings in 
the front of the fenders, and now contain the 
latest look — dual headlights. Bumper treat- 


ment, although not too noticeable in the illus- 
tration, is quite unique. Oval appearance of 
the bumper was “‘slenderized” to a consider- 
able degree by utilizing only the top sections 
of two stock, bumpers. Each side is made up 
from two individual top sections welded and 
molded together to appear as solid oval com- 
ponents. The “slenderizing” treatment lowers 
the bumper position considerably and allows 
exposure of the upper body pan mentioned 
above. License plate now conceals Merc’s 
trademark emblem that is positioned between 
the two oval bumper bars. Hood ornament 
and lettering were removed augmenting the 
special custom appearance. 


REAR FENDER AND TAILLIGHT 
MODIFICATIONS 


Futuristic “Turnpike” inspired taillights re- 
main stock. Lower body paneling at the rear of 
the “Big M” was fitted with the same serrated 





and ribbed chromed panel as that found on 
the new Mercury station wagon. This facili- 
tated easy installation of wagon’s complete 
rear bumper assembly, which is again much 
more slender than the stock passenger car 
component. Deck lid received the standard 
trim removal treatment and is now actuated 
with a concealed electrical push button sys- 
tem. Other minor modifications incorporated 
into the Merc’s sleek appearance are the 
adaption of stock rear fender skirts that have 
had the chromed gravel shields removed, a 
moderate lowering job performed both front 
and rear, and the ‘57 Plymouth hubcaps fitted 
to the front wheels. 

Winfield’s treatment of the '57 Mercury is 
an outstanding example of the transition in 
design thought that the field of customizing 
has undergone in recent years. While at one 
time the customizing of late model cars was 
done with the purpose of disguising their 
make with drastic alterations of line, the new 
look in modern customs runs quite contrary 
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to the past. Now the mark of an excellently 
executed restyle job is the refinement of the 
original lines — rather than the old trick of 
covering them up. Winfield’s car looks good, 
like a Mercury should. 


Ports Labor 


$60.00 
15.00 
15.00 


PARTS AND PRICE LIST 


Remove door handles, install 
electric door kit 

Mold hood 

Mold trunk, install electric kit 9.95 

Remove front fender, emblem and 
reor quarter letters 

Install stock skirts, remove skirt 
gravel shield 

Remove front bumper replace with 
four top bumper caps 

Remove side chrome, fill holes 

Install ‘57 Merc Station Wagon 
lower rear body 

Install "57 Merc Station wagon 
rear bumper 

Rework outer headlight shades 

Install custom grille bars 

Instoll custom headlights (4) °57 
Chrysler Units 

'57 Plymouth hubcops 

Lowering car front and rear 

Two-tone paint (Gold and Bronze) 


$19.95 
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LINTERVIEWING THE KING 
OF CAR STRIPERS 


Text and Illustrations by Carl Kohler 


* 





‘HEN I DECIDED TO interview the 
country’s top car striper, problems im- 
mediately set in. How was I going to choose 
between guys like Von Dutch, Tommy the 
Greek, Summers, Jeffries, Watson, Roth, 
Katayanagi, Johnson, Heinrich, Varner, 
Domit, and other royal talent? 
And then, like a bolt from the blue, I 
found the solution. “McDripp”, of course, be- 
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cause his striping is renowned, because he’s a 
true artist, but most, mainly because he’s lo- 
cated only some three miles away and CAR 
CRAFT doesn’t pay mileage expenses. 

Fineline McDripp — a smeary little char- 
acter who owns and operates a smeary little 
establishment solely devoted to the skilled 
striping of kemps, go-carts, shaving mugs and 
watch fobs. The joint advertises itself: THE 
BODYE BEAUTIFULLE SHOPPE. 

Entering the shop, I found Fineline busily 
painting inverted sworls all over the hood 
of a ’49 custom coupe. I admired his amazing 
handiwork and (after my eyes stopped spin- 
ning) introduced myself, explaining the na- 
ture of my visit. 

“Sure thing!” said McDripp agreeably. 
“What'cha wanna know?” 

“Well, I'd like to get a detailed picture of 
some of the more colorful problems concern- 
ed with —” 

“Got no color problems, dad. Mix my own 
paint and create my own colors.” McDripp 
indicated the sundry cans on his shelf and 
scattered all over the place. “Hipster Orange 
. . . Crazy Grey . . . Skonksmel Blue. . . 
Ugh Green — you name it and if I haven't 
got it, I can whip up a batch faster than you 
can say the Vehicle Code in pig latin!” He 
smiled confidently through a thin layer of 
what was probably Drag Chartreuse. 

“Astounding,” I marveled. “But what I'm 
really interested in getting are the various 
overtones of difficulty you encounter in this 
unusual —” 

“Difficulty?” His face brightened. “Dad, 
I've got the franchise on the stuff! There 
ain’t a more difficult shop in the whole county, 
if I do say so, myself!” 

I whipped out my notebook and matching 
pencil. 

“What sort of difficulties?” I asked. 

“See this?” McDripp brandished a small, 
rather odd-shaped brush. “This is a striper’s 
brush. They ain’t awfully expensive, but who 
wants to have to keep getting new brushes 
all the time?” 

“You wear them out that quickly?” 

“Heck, no, man!” His face darkened. 
“Darn crazy customers keep swiping them 5 
for souvenirs! At first, it was only a brush / 
missing here —a brush missing there, then it 3 
got worse. Seemed like I no sooner lay one ? 
down — phfffe!” CONTINUED » 
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KING OF CAR STRIPERS continued 

“Gone?” I inquired. 

“Like The Lighthouse Trio.” 

“How do you meet this challenging prob- 
lem?” I asked. 


He held up his hand. In it, he held one of 


the striping brushes neatly chained to his 
wrist. “Now they have to struggle to get one; 
I know who takes it; and I adds it to the bill! 
Dad, I wasn’t born day before yesterday!” 

“Where do you get your brushes?” 

“I swipe ‘em from Von Dutch!” He grin- 
ned proudly. 

“Well, How about the human interest of 
your work? I mean, do you find it enjoyable 
meeting the public?” 

McDripp, hesitated, mixed emotions bub- 
bling in his eyes. 

“Come, come!” I urged. “Surely, there 
must be some good, lively stories in the 
people you serve. 

“People?” McDripp appeared doubtful. 
“I never have no people come in here, man. 
Not unless you can call some of the creeps 
who drive me near nuts, people.” 

Just then a peculiar looking car pulled in 
front of the Shoppe. McDripped hauled out 
a well striped fob-watch and peered myopi- 
cally into it. “Sit tight, man. It’s just about 
time for some of them intellectual customers 
to start piling in here. You just park the body 
over in the corner and watch — you'll see 
what I have to put up with! It’s pitiful, man, 

_ pitiful!” ; 

With pencil posed, I lurched into a corner 
and waited. 

A talk slender fellow — garbed in an 
Ascot-Plimley Basketball Beanie, cutaway 
Tux (pale red) and sporting yellow suede 
loafers — eased himself from behind the 
wheel of the outlandish car. I studied the car 
closely. Wow! I thought. You don’t see many 
of those Rolls-Royce Town Cars around any- 
more! Not Dagoed, you don’t! The driver 
wore an expression of utter disdain, as though 
everything smelled strictly from Errrrrrrrp to 
him, and he quickly covered his nose with a 
fine Tweed handkerchief. 

“I say,” he intoned in clipped accents. “You 
are the...uh... artiste?” 

“I hope to shout I am!” said McDripp. 

“Well, I should like to have my car striped. 
Nothing gaudy, you understand.” 

“What part you want striped?” demanded 
McDripp. 

“All of it, naturally.” 
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“All of it — at $25 an hour?” McDripp 
twisted a finger around in his ear as though he 
hadn't heard correctly. 

“AIl of it,” the well-bred apparently well- 
heeled client said. “And, please — don’t for- 
get to include the interior.” 

“Oh, yeah!” babled McDripp enthusiasti- 
cally. “You'll want a few zorchy bits here and 


“Money is no object,” stated the 
junior-god evenly. “My goof,” 
apologized McDripp with nauseating 
sincerity as he eyed the loot. 


there over the dash! I'll make a note of it — 
Interior!” 

“All of it. Please.” Junior-god stared cold- 
ly at McDripp. “I wish to have the headliner, 
the seatcovers, side-panels and the flooring 
completely tastefully decorated. In something 
suggestive of —” 

“Wait a minute, I don’t.do that kind of 
drawing, anymore, dad” said McDripp with a 
righteous look. “Not since they cracked down 
on Comic Books. Sorry, but I only whip up 
clean, wholesome —” 

“I was about to say, something suggestive 
of the colorful period between 1950 and 1951. 
Really!” 

“My goof,” apologized McDripp with 
nauseating sincerity. 

“Shall I call for the vehicle tomorrow?” 

“Yeh, you can call for it. But if I ain't 
got’er done, man, you'll hafta wait until I do. 
I ain’t running no middyevil sweat shop.” de- 
clared McDripp firmly. “This job’s gonna 
cost plenty. You realize that?” 

“Money is no object,” stated the Junior- 
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god evenly, and he sauntered out of the shop, 
leaving behind a satchelful of loot. 

While McDripp was placing a call to sum- 
mon Brinks Armoured Car Service to pickup 
his usual Monday morning bank deposit I 
suddenly noticed a shy lad appearing in the 
doorway. He must have driven his coupe in 
on tippy-toe — so quietly had he approached 
us. Nervously, he scanned the shop... then 
McDripp...then me. 

“Like a small striping job — please, sir,” 
he murmured. 

“Sure thing,” said McDripp, as he hung 
up the phone receiver and grabbed a brush 
and a can of Cranberry Scarlet. “Where do 


“You see, I want to be one of the boys, but 
my girl, Rosie, doesn’t care for striping, 

so I thought I'd stripe the inside 

of the glove compartment door.” 


you want the wagon prettied up — the hood, 


I suppose?” 
Quiet-Boy appeared hesitant. 
“Well...n0 —” 


“trunk?” 
“Side-panels, maybe?” 

“Uh ...no, I thought —” 

“Fenders?” 

“N-No —” 

“The top?” McDripp was beginning to 
look perplexed. 

“Nope.” Quiet-Boy smiled uncertainly. “I 
wonder if you’de mind striping the glove- 
compartment?” 

“Oh, the dash! 











“No, glove-compartment.” Quiet-Boy 
sounded miserable. 

“You see, I want to be one of the boys, 
but my girl, Rosie, doesn’t think striping adds 
anything to a car. She says it’s garish, cheap, 
and obscene. B-But I — well, I want it done 
and thought that it wouldn’t offend anybody 
concerned if I sort of placed a smal) but in- 
teresting rendering on the inside of my glove 
compartment door? Shaking his head sadly, 
McDripp quipped, “You're the boss, dad.” 

Quiet-Boy nodded — somewhat ashamedley. 

I watched — completely fascinated — while 
McDripp quickly, skillfully executed a few 
mildly wild designs on the back side of the 
glove-compartment door. In fact, I held the 
flashlight so he could see what he was paint- 
ing. After Quiet Boy paid up and silently de- 
parted, McDripp turned to me. 

“Some guys will do anything for a doll.” 

“Obviously,” I replied with equal disdain. 

The next customer screeched to a halt out- 
side..From my vantage point, I could make 
out the approximate outlines of a 1931, well 
modified A-Bone. Out climbs two people: a 
shapely young wench clad in a reversible 
Bikini cunningly topped off with mohair 
fringe, and a winsome youth appealingly 
draped in a Medley-Greene Runabout jacket 
with matching sealskin peggers held up by 
wide, patent-leather suspenders. His orange- 





















































“You dig th’ quiet scheme, Drawboy. Then 
scribble up a technicolor theme and 
slather the crazy variations from 


prelude to stomp-end ... dig? 
CONTINUED 
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y KING OF CAR STRIPERS continued 


corduroy earthpads were scandalously smart, 
as was his two-ply, leatherette music lover's 





“You the painting cat, cat?” he inquired 
spritely. 

“Guilty, man!” shouted McDripp. “You 
yearning to have that wicked bone out there, 
fancied up like a teahouse session with cool 
flutes?” 

“You dig the quiet scheme, Drawboy,” 
chortled the callow youth. “Scribble up a 
technicolor theme and slather the crazy vari- 
ations from prelude to stompend! I mean, I 
want the mostest scribble-screams this side 
of a Striped Africa-Horse! I suppose you'll 
drag sadly if I don’t let the wheeled-beat sit 
out a few bars?” 

McDripp nodded. “That's my request num- 
ber, Sam-Jack.” 

“You're dug and dibbed, daddy-o!” called 

the youth. Shaking a lean arm around his 
doll, he stalked off, riffing softly between his 
teeth. The doll was doing an upbeat shuffle 
as they disappeared into the smog. 
Ps “Gosh!” I said, “I never realized you had 
| to speak foreign tongues in your business!” 
{ “Well, that cat has been in before — so I 
| get him clearly now. He wants me to stripe 
| both sides of the car, from end to end, and 
| he wants me to use several colors. He would 
like to see something real original in a de- 
| sign and he wanted to know if I would be 
| very puckered if he didn’t call for his wagon 
“til later.” 

“Fabulous!” I wheezed. 

“Naw. Bop.” corrected McDripp. “But it 
gives you some idea of the fliptops I gotta 
deal with.” 

We were just preparing to take a breather 
with a cup of Instant Near-Beer when a con- 
servative, stock. Chevy coupe rolled up and 
a quiet looking guy steps out of it. Setting 
his shoulders, he strolled into the shop. Ner- 
vously, he scanned us — his eyes glancing sus- 
piciously in all directions. 

“This the striping shop?” he asked curtly. 

“Yup, I'm it,” snickered McDripp. “You 
want some striping on that Ukulele?” 

“Maybe. What would you charge for a 
small — very small and plain — design? Re- 
member, I said small.” The kid looked anxious 
about the whole thing. 

“See what I mean?” whispered McDripp 
to me. “Wanna bet a fin he holds a stopwatch 
on me?” ; 
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“Okay,” grunted the kid, staring 

from bis stopwatch to the balf-completed 
design “You can begin stopping — 
NOW!” McDripp lowered bis brush. 


“You're on,” I said hoarsley. He looked like 
a nice-enough kid to me. He certainly was 
dressed in an ordinary manner. Twill peg- 
gers, plaid Manderin shirt, bow-tie (with a 
Windsor Knot) and Oxblood, heavy tread 
Keds. For my money he wouldn't have stood- 
out in a spotlight with a fifty-piece Jewsharp 
band behind him. 

McDripp took a small can of paint (Pas- 
sionate Pink) and his trusty striping brush, 
and they walked out to the car together. I 
craned my neck to watch the scene. 

“Right, here, on the door?” asked Mc- 
Dripp: 

“Yeah...I guess that'll be okay... only, 
remember I don’t want a real expensive job.” 
To my absolute horror (I loathe losing good 
money), the kid whipped out a stopwatch and 
clicked it. “You can start striping - NOW!” 

McDrip busied himself. 

“Okay,” grunted the kid, staring from his 
stopwatch to the half-completed design, “You 
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can begin stopping — NOW!” 

McDripp lowered his brush. 

“Holy Cow, that ain't much of a design,” 
moaned McDripp studying the half-drawn 
circle of pinkish line. 

“How much?” insisted the kid. 

“Listen,” pleaded McDripp earnestly 
“Lemme at least finish the circle, man. It'll 
only take —” 

“How much as it stands?” snarled the kid, 
hurling himself between McDripp and the 
Chevy. 

McDripp silently did some figuring. 

“Buck and a half,” he said finally. 

The kid counted it out in nickels, dimes 
and quarters. Then, without a word, he clam- 
bered into the car and tooled away — the un- 
finished pink circle proudly gracing the door 
of his stock coupe. 

McDripp picked up his cup of Instant 
Near-Beer with trembling hands. For a mo- 
ment, he gulped noisily. Wiping his mouth 
with the back of his hand, he muttered: “I 


a 


GET OUT OF HERE AND 

STOP COMING AROUND WITH 
YOUR SQUIRRELLY 

REQUESTS!” screamed McDripp.” 
Imagine, screwy poetry in Arabic — yet?” 
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don’t know which shakes me the most, Cus- 
tomers like that “dipstick” or the pinheads 
who stand behind me — their reflections in the 
paint job darn near putting me out of my mind 
— and they move back and forth, back and 
forth, back and forth —” 

I handed over the fin without a word. 

Just then, a sleek, black customized Merc 
slithered into the shop lot. In it sat a dark- 
skinned chap with a pleasant smile. He waved 
cheerily to McDripp. 

“Is that clown back again?” McDripp’s 
face registered restrained rage and fury. “You 
know, some guys never give up! I told him 
once before and I'll tell him again —” Mc- 
Dripp strode furiously over to the Merc. For a 
few moments, both McDripp and the 
swarthy chap exchanged a few, fast and low- 
keyed words. Suddenly, McDripp brandish- 
ed a paint strained fist. “YOU GET THE — 
OUTA HERE AND STOP COMING 
AROUND WITH YOUR SQUIRRELLY 
REQUESTS! screamed McDripp. 

Wearing an injured expression, the exotic- 
type chap tooled his beautifully Merc out of 
the lot. 

“What's the beef?” I asked. 

“Crazy fool always coming in, asking me 
to put a lot of screwy poetry on his car,” 
grumbled McDripp. 

“What's wrong with that?” 

“Yeah, but he wants it all lettered in 
Arabic!” McDripp looked affronted. “Is that 
anything to ask of an All American Artiste 
like me?” 

I was getting ready to ask a few last ques- 
tions when McDripp glanced at his watch. 
“Sorry, dad, but I've got to split! I'll be late 
if I don’t get over to Von Dutch’s right 
away. He’s real strict about customers being 
on time!” 

"You're going to Von Dutch’s?” 

“Sure. He promised to put a real, honest 
to gawd, genuine Von Dutch sign on my 
Jaguar this afternoon — wholesale, yet!” 

“B-But why don’t you just stripe your own 
car and —” 

“Listen!” McDripp eyed me sternly. “Does 
a doctor operate on his own family? Does a 
barber cut his own hair? It ain’t ethical. And 
neither is striping your own car. Besides,” 
he added virtuously, “I got my pride, what 
do ya’ think I am, an ignorant creep or some- 
thin’?” 

I tell you: the guy was a mindreader. 





ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH: 


“Hol-fil” — a new inexpensive method 
for filling trimholes when customizing 


NE OF THE MOST revolutionary 
methods developed recently for filling in 

trim holes is a product named “Hol-fil”. This 
new do-it-yourself package contains assorted 
brass tapered plugs (of standard diameter sizes) 


} - that are designed to be tightly bolted into the 


trim hole opening. Once the tapered plugs are 
securely bolted in the hole, exterior excess 
material is ground off smooth with the surface 


ae 


of the body metal. A drill motor reamer is also 
furnished with the kit for the purpose of 
countersinking the hole which allows the plug 
to be pulled down firmly into the hole opening 
with a wedged fit. “Hol-fil” is moderately 
priced and proves a simple operation for any 
novice customizer. For information write: 
Brandon Automotive Industries, 1517 New 
York Avenue, Lansing, Michigan. 
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1, First step is to remove trim, then counter- 
sink trim holes with kit’s drill reamer. 


3. Cut off excess length of bolt, then with 
an electric grinder, smooth off surface. 


5. Add small amount of glazing putty, 
blocksand, then spray with prime coat. 
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2. Next, select the correct size “Hol-fil” 
plug and securely bolt it into trim bole. 


4. Locked plugs leave surface perfectly 
smooth, Feather-edge all surrounding paint, 


ICHIGA 


ot 5 ATA 


6. Again thoroughly blocksand surface to 
perfection, then apply fimish color-coat. 
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photos by Al Paloczy 


Victoria top is major identity clue 
on Pete Angress’ disguised Ford show stopper 


swine! Nn’ vic 


Sf 


> 
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Imbued by Southern California 
custom enthusiasm, it was only 
4 question of time ’til Obio- 
bors Pete Angress became at- 
tracted to the area's pet bobby of 
restyling four wheeled products. 
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oF 1 
Pacific Custom, located j in Bellflower, Cali- Leading edge of rear fenders display aaa 
airscoops with small trim teeth. Color 
combed ss striking Pa Orchid and hotter 


fornia, added interior sparkle consisting of 
decorative rolls, pleats and carpeting. 


ee | ee 
Fender lips protrudes past ’55 Chevy head- 
light rims lending lengthy effect. Oval 


’55 Lincole taillight lenses extended rear 
grille frame emanates from ’53 Chevrolet. 


fenders some 314 inches. Schelhaas Custom 
Shop performed all body work on the Vic. 


low siibeneinn 3 is des to vailléal aN job. Front aielle support arms were consider- 
ably modified while at rear, frame was deeply “C’d” and driveshaft tunnel reworked. 
Floating grille bar was specially made from sheet metal, end spinners are ’51 Ford. 
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STYLE REPORT 


*54 Chevrolet Grille 


bars — vertical chrome teeth 
for all late makes and models 


Backed by chromed expanded metal, ’54 
Chev grille bar assembly lends tailored ap- 
pearance to this customized '52-’54 Ford. 


Mercury grille shell spliced into 
*49/$2 Chevrolet makes a neat 
cavity for ’54 Chev grille bar. 
Grille is shortened considerably. 


E HAVE EXPOUNDED several times 

of late as to the popularity of “toothy” 
type grilles with custom car enthusiasts. Any 
component that falls into the vertical bar 
family, especially grille pieces, seem to find 
immediate utilization in customizing. In the 
recent past we have seen such versatile com- 
ponents as DeSoto grille bars, Mercury grille 
pieces and late Ford pickup vertical grille 
teeth reach wide popularity, but none seemed 
to dominate the field of automotive restyling 
like the '54 Chevrolet vertical grille bar has of 
late. This particular piece seems to possess 
a versatility far and beyond that of past com- 
ponents. It can, and is, adaptable in every 
late model product mentionable, reason 
enough for its vast popularity. On the follow- 
ing two pages you will find proof of the 
matter and ample illustration of its unique ap- 
pearance when installed in various models. 





55 Ford’s stock grille cavity will house 
Chevy grille assembly with little or no 
work. Extra vertical bars have been added. | 


"54 Chev’s of course, are naturals for 
the additional vertical bar treatment. 
Ten additional vertical bars bave 
been added bere, an easy modifi- 
cation for any backyard customizer. 


The ’53 Studebaker takes on 4 
“shark tooth” grille effect with 
the’54 Chev grille bar assembly. 
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by Wahiborg Quarter Midgets 
Photos by Tom Medley 


UARTER MIDGET RACING has attain- 
ed a popularity that can’t be explained 
by the youngster’s enthusiasm alone. Too 
many older hot rod fans are turning up in the 
stands and pits at Q.M. events for anyone to 
think that the grammar-school age drivers are 
the only ones who go for the sport in a big 
way. It looks as though the lure of a new, eco- 
nomical outlet for the would-be hop-up artist's 
frustrated desires is what's attracting thou- 
sands of new devotees to the Quarter Midgets. 
Just as the flathead Mercury was at one 
time the standard hot rod engine, the Conti- 
nental Red Seal single of 7.1 cubic inches 
powers 90% of the Quarter Midgets now in 
competition. Attributes similar to those which 
endeared the Merc to the rodders are respon- 
sible for the “Connie's” popularity. Rugged 
design, lots of “meat” around the valves and 
ports, and a stock power output far below 
the ultimate attainable are some of these. A 
cubic inch displacement just below the maxi- 
mum allowed by most Q.M. associations’ 
rules (7.5”) tops the desirability rating of 
the Continental. 

Modifications to these engines are being 
made that triple the horsepower and quadruple 
the RPM’s! Outputs attained have reached 
such heights that most Q.M. associations are 
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converting the ‘‘Connie”’ 


now dividing the cars into two divisions, No- 
vice and Expert, with the Novice cars being 
limited to the amount of engine modifications 
they incorporate. This gives the beginner 
“handler” a chance to develop familiarity 
with his car before graduating to the stiffer 
competition present in the upper division. 
Novice Class limitations vary somewhat from] 
circuit to circuit, but in the main the engines? 
used are limited to stock size valves, stock® 
cam and head, with porting and a different 
carburetor being the main roads left open. 
Before installing a Continental in even a 
Novice class car, certain modifications are 
necessary for longevity — not that these aren't 
sturdy engines, but after all, they were de- 
signed for constant speed operation at 3,600 
RPM. Simply removing the governor, advanc- 
ing the ignition timing, and replacing the 
Tillotson carburetor (designed for constant 
speed operation) with a more flexible unit 
boosts the RPM maximum to 7,200! Ob- 
viously a little attention to the lubrication 
system can pay off in increased engine life in 
this case. So Car Craft's Tom Medley photo- 
gtaphed the conversion of a Continental for 
Quarter Midget use as an aid to the hot rod- 
ders of today who are building up these pint- 
size speedsters for tomorrow's hot rodders. 
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Flywheel must be removed to 
re-time mag for high revs. 

Turn nut out flush with shaft 

and rap with hammer while 

prying from behind until 

flywheel pops loose, expos- 

ing coil plate and stationary magnet. 
Stock engines are timed to 

fire at O degrees before TDC, so 
additional advance really pays-off 


Replacing flywheel can be ticklish 
job with good chance of breaking 
fins if improperly done. Rap socket 
to insure full contact on nut, 

then wedge fms to prevent rotation 
during tightening procedure. 
Aluminum flywheels greatly benefit 
by the installation of 2a Woodruff 
key that is higher than stock, 

thus giving more contact area. 


CONTINUED 
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Continental’s AU-7 is rated at 2 HP 
@ 3600 RPM. Carrying out the se- 


quence shown in the next 12 photos 
results in 3-314 HP @ 7200-7800 RPM! 
An engine modified in this manner 

is eligible for Novice Class com- 
petition at most tracks. First step 

is to remove flywheel guard and 

screen, tank and brackets, rope 

pulley for access to crank nut. 





Disconnect wires to spark plug and 
ignition points then remove coil 
plate. Drill two new holes allow- 
ing plate to be rotated counter- 
clockwise as far as possible, as 


’ shown above after being reinstalled. 


New ignition wire hole will 

also be necessary. Ignition timing 
is thus advanced to point where 
final tuning can be done with rotor. 


MIDGET ENGINES 


continued 


Working from bottom of case, remow 
pan and drive out key holding 
ignition rotor shaft within 
hollow camshaft. Remove rotor and 
t shaft from topside. Cam will re- 
,’ main in place due to small clearance, 
5 a a «(Use soft drift pin and small 
¢ 


hammer to avoid engine damage if 


ome . you should slip — the con-rod oil 
F iD i Se dipper is particularly vulnerable. 


Before removing rotor from shaft, 
scribe a line across both. Press 

off rotor, then replace with lines 
offset 025” in a clockwise direction. 
This advances timing even 

more, but if engine is of the 

model having an adjustable 

advance plate, the coil plate 
modification shown on page 51 will be 
enough and rotor may be unaltered. 


Staying together at double the revs 
it was designed for is a tribute 

to the engine's reliability, but 
additional modifications to the 
lubrication system become a must 
at these speeds. Two holes should 

be drilled in the gearcase as in- 
dicated to prevent vacuum draining 
out the oil. Filler plug should be 
replaced with 4” length of pipe. 


Some “Connies” had cast rods, while 
others were forged. For double-rev 
work the forged rod is a must. 
Pencil points to oil dipper attach- 
ed to rod which should be replaced | 
with one ¥%%” shorter made of Y%" 
stainless or spring steel. These 
simple lubrication system modifi- 
cations are easy to make and will | 
greatly prolong engine lifespan. § 





Major modification allowed Novice 
Class entries at most tracks is 
the substitution of a non-stock 
carburetor. The Stromberg 151, 

shown here, is very popular and 
is available for under $20. The 
original equipment Tillotson is 
an excellent instrument but wasn’t 
designed to give the flexible op- 
eration demanded in racing use. 


Parts scattered around engine are 
those that come with it that may 
be discarded for Quarter Midget 
use, Fuel tank may be retained if 

of proper size for your set-up. 
One part that must be retained is 
the baffle across the top of the 
cylinder head cooling fins. Remov- 
al can cause localized hot spots 
resulting in serious power losses. 
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Stamped trough in bottom of case 
holds oil for dipper. At high rev’s 

oil may be whipped out allowing 
cylinder walls to run dry unless 
supplementary source is made avail- 
able, Simply drill a 6" hole in 
trough bottom toward side dipper 
enters from and above centerline. 

On engines operating over 8,000 RPM 
the trough is removed entirely. 


Continental governor works by air 
pressure against pivoted baffle in 
cooling duct. Before replacing fly- 
wheel cover, baffle must be solder- 
ed fast to its bracket as in the 

stock engine it is pivoted from the 
carburetor. The baffle must not be 
left out or distribution of cool- 

ing air will suffer. Removal of the 
governor accounts for big rev boost, 





Special Rear Fender Skirts — 
a quest for added originality 


eae 


Large source for the “bubble” type skirts Not all “bubble” skirt designs are of 

as displayed here is Christopher & Sons, long, trailing pattern. Here, smaller mod 
24728 Ford Road, Dearborn, Michigan. lends a racy appearance to this Oldsmobil} 
54 CAR C 





) EAR FENDER SKIRTS have been a 
customizing department of the past 
hat you might say was just accepted. By 
his we mean, that new custom car own- 
s merely followed the most recent in- 
pensive fad established by other con- 
ngents when it came to rear wheel 
ers. About the only time you would 
tness a pair of “way out” skirts was on 
umpteen dollar custom where the 
yner placed heavy restyling emphasis 
every component of the car in an all- 
t effort to be original. Along the way 
mewhere, the emphasis on skirt restyl- 
g crept into the semi-custom class, for 
day we have a new concept of rear fen- 
-skirt styling. Out of the midwest and 
tern part of the country the large 
bubble” skirt is in popular demand, 
hile out on the west coast, special 
ooped” skirts are the craze. All of 
special wheel covers are hand form- 
from sheet metal and are generally so 
bsigned that they present an illusional 
fect of length and originality on the in- 
vidual car. Most of them border on the 
dical side of customizing, but after all 
that’s the name of the game. 


EFT * Combining “bubble” type skirt 
ith scooped fender lends very 
ique appearance, Trim bars add or- 
ate touch to airscoop’s opening. 


OP RIGHT:W estern designed skirts 
e generally specially made from sheet 
etal and include scoop and trim bar 
otif. Note decorative pin striping. 


kirts, Notice length and contour of 
bis bulbous rear wheel covering. 


BOVE RIGHT °* Stylex Company, 
B27 E. Vernor Hwy., Detroit, Michi- 
jan, also specializes in “bubble” type 
MIGHT * Lengthy trailing skirts of 
bis style augment the lowness of the 
w and lend radically restyled appeal. 
OWER RIGHT °¢ Here’s a unique 
estern treatment where flat sheet 

etal was trimmed to harmonize with 

She lower fender styling of the car. 


J RCH, 1957 
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DON'T FIGHT 
Dear Bob: 

With your staff of field men I think you 
can help me. I'm having an argument with a 
mechanic friend about whether or not piston 
rings stay in a fixed position on the piston; 
and whether or not oil wears out. My theory 
is that the impurities that get into engine oil 
break it down. Please try to set us straight on 
both subjects. 

— Richard L. Bryant, 
Otterbein, Indiana 
I wish | did have a staff of field men! Regarding 
your questions, according to government bulle- 
tins on the subject, oil does not wear out — it 
becomes diluted with the products of combus- 
tion and is chemically altered to the point of 
becoming damaging to the engine after a 
sufficient time due to the corrosive acids formed. 
Piston rings move around the piston in every 
engine in which they are free to do so. Early 
Hudsons were one exception, having pins in 
the ring grooves to prevent rotation. 


SMALLER WHEELS 
Dear Bob: ¥ 
I own a 49 Ford, which has 16” wheels. I 
now have some Lincoln (’49, 50, or ’51, I 
think) 15” wheels. My problem is that the 
holes in tHe wheels don’t line up with the 
holes in the hubs — can I make them fit? 
Can I put an overdrive unit salvaged from 
another ‘49 Ford into mine, or must I ex- 
change the entire transmission for one of the 
same year with the overdrive unit already on 
it? — Charles Laing, 
La Grande, Oregon 





Lincoln wheels just won't work in this instance 
but you can exchange them for a set of ‘§fhat 
Ford 15” wheels that will. To obtain an o 
drive for a '49 Ford with straight-stick sh 
you must exchange the entire transmission 

one already having the overdrive unit attac 


MERC STROKER 

Dear Bob: 

I have a’41 Ford V8 and would like to so 
it up. I’ve been told a Mercury crankshafpre 
would stroke my Ford; if this is so, what ye 
Mercury crankshaft should I use? 

What's the most I can mill off the headg 
on this car? 

— Bob Pulley 
East St. Louis, Illinois 

Mercury crankshafts from '49 through '53 had 
@ stroke length of V4” longer than the flathead 
Ford V8's. Special stroker pistons must be us 
to prevent interference between the piste 
and the heads if this crank is used in a '4 
Ford block. | suggest you bore your Ford ov 
.125” to standard Mercury — then you can u! 
the stock replacement pistons of the same yee 
as the crankshaft. '41 Ford heads may be mille 
.050 if they have not had any metal remo 
from their gasket faces by previous surfaci 
— have a competent automotive machinist check 
the depth of the heads against a new set. 


“RAKE HARMFUL 
Dear Bob: 

Would you please tell me if putting a d 
“rake” on my car is hard on the engine? M 
father says that it would have too much oi 
in the front of the pan and hardly any in the 
back of it. Quite a few guys here have the 
same problem. 

— Jack Pheigo 

Henderson, Nevada 

Excessive “rake” can do what your dad tel 
you it will — most of our cars are too no 
heavy now, and an overdose of ‘“‘rake’’ causet 
a forward weight transfer which makes th 
handle even worse (if that’s possible). My a¢ 
vice is to lower the car all the way ‘round. 
moderately. This looks good, and makes t 
car corner better and stop quicker. 


HE WANTS TRIPLETS 


Dear Bob: 
I have a 56 Ford ohv “6”. I want tripl¢ 


— Tucker Ingham, 
Seattle, Washington 


re aren't any three carburetor manifolds | 
mercially available for the ohv Ford “6” | 
the present time, but this is probably be- | 
se the four-port intake system in these en- | 
e's heads responds quite well to a dual | 


nifold providing the carburetors are of the 


fiyrect size for the type of performance desired. | 


it's all-out top end performance you're after, 
o carburetors will give it to you — if they're 


y enough. 


ZEPHYR-SHMEPHYR 

ar Bob: 

I would like to obtain the advantages of 
Gphyr gears for my ‘47 Merc by installing 
fe complete Zephyr transmission in the car 
stead of putting Zephyr gears in the car's 

esent transmission. Will the Zephyr gear- 

x fit, and if so what alterations would be 


— Dick Engel, Jr., 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts 
‘k-called “‘Zephyr’ gears were not used in 
phyrs, but in 1939 and 1940 Lincoln Conti- 
. “High Zephyrs’’ are the gears from 
41 and 1942 Continentals. Since all parts 
all models of Continentals are expensive 
d difficult to find, | suggest you purchase the 
essary “‘Zephyr’’ gears and install them in 
r present transmission. 
JET SELECTION 
41 
‘td secondary jets you used in your Cadillac- 
Ndsmobile four-throat carburetor swap de- 
tibed in the August "55 Car Craft. I put a 
d El Dorado carb on my ’55 Olds and it 
s as if there is a miss in it. Gas mileage is 
sO very poor. 
— Francis Mikula, 
Highspire, Penna. 
mary jets used were .048”; secondaries were 
maries from the same carburetor drilled out 
.070”. Your “‘miss"’ and poor gas mileage 
ondition probably stems from the same ten- 
ncy to become over-rich ‘we noticed during 
tial acceleration of this conversion when we 
t tried it out with the stock carburetor jets. 
jets we finally wound up with (listed above) 
ould come close to being right for your car. 
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DIG THAT PAIR OF... 
STYLEX BUBBLE SKIRTS 


STYLEX 
is the LARGEST Manufacturer of 


Bubble Skirts 


STYLEX 
has the LARGEST Selection of 
Bubble Skirts 

STYLEX 
is the ORIGINAL Manufacturer of 
Bubble Skirts 

STYLEX 
always has the LATEST in Styling and 
Design 

STYLEX 2 
has the HIGHEST QUALITY. at the 
Lowest Prices 


STYLEX 


ORIGINATES styling while others 
just imitate 


STYLEX 
has MODERMEST factory producing 
Bubble Skirts 

STYLEX 
will send you Free Catalog Sheet 
upon request 


Write to STYLEX COMPANY 
23919 Blackstone 
Van Dyke, Michigan 


STYLEX INVITES DEALER INQUIRIES 





ing experience; starting with midgets in ‘39, 
continuing with sprints after the war, and 
leading into Indianapolis, and, Mexico! 

John had the first Pan Americana race in 
the bag until an ill-timed attack of stomach 
trouble (unfamiliarity with real Mexican 
food!) layed him low enough to let his com- 
petitors get close. A siege of tire trouble (a 
dozen blowouts in 200 miles!) took care of 
his chances of catching up. This was John’s 
first real sortie into stock car racing — one 
that caused him to come back to Mexico every 
year, to eventually finish second behind his 
buddy Chuck Stevenson (now a DePaolo team- 
mate) during one of the years that the Lin- 
coln “streamroller” team with Bill Stroppe at 
the helm had another of its many successes. 

“With a racing background like yours” I 
told John, “you must admit the driver is im- 
portant in a team’s success.” “That's true, 
Bob,” Mantz came back, “but I still say that 
race car engineers are harder to come by than 
race car drivers. Without a suitable machine, 
the best drivers in the world would flounder 
hopelessly around the track, while the com- 
petition passed them by. And for stock car 
racing, the ability to make the best of what 
mass-production components have to offer is 
an absolute must.” 

“Well, Johnny, I guess you've got me there 
— the way you put it, at least. But we started 
out this interview to tell how the stock car 
championship was won this year.” ‘That's 
right, Bob” Johnny Mantz agreed, “and that’s 
what I’ve done. I’ve told you how the cham- 
pionship will be won next year, too — by the 
driver with the best car prepared by the best 
mechanics.” 

We expressed our belief to John that Car 
Craft’s readers would indeed be pleased by this 
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interview — due to his high opinion of he 
rodder’s engineering ability. John’s reply was 
“The sky’s the limit regarding hot rodders 
chances of making the big-time circles of auto 
motive engineering. The factories are all on 
the young-ideas kick now, and it's paying-off 
for them in sales — sales directly stimulated 
by the performances of their cars on the racg 
courses. Look at it this way,” Mantz said “ 
factory builds umpteen thousand cars a year 
basically similar. But in stock car racing, the 
rules permit chassis modifications for safety— 
a stipulation everyone interprets to mean 
brakes, springs, shocks, wheels and spindles, 
etc., in addition to the universal standbys—roll 
bars, safety belts and harnesses, and crash 
helmets for the drivers. Since we were allowed 
to experiment with chassis components, the 
former hot rodders associated with stock car 
racing are in a position to establish the pattern 
of engineering thought toward chassis design 
for future production models. Take brakes, for 
instance. At one time most engineers believed 
a better brake had to be a bigger diameter 
brake—and this at a time when the public's 
demand for lower cars was about to be met 
with smaller diameter wheels. It looked to a 
lot of people as though the two aims were at 
swordspoints — smaller wheels meant smaller 
and therefore less effective brakes. But it hasn't 
worked out that way at all. We've found, as a 
direct result of stock car racing, that a better 
brake doesn’t have to be a bigger brake—by 
being able to make modifications to these 
components that no manufacturer would ever 
be able to do on a production car without the 
laboratory proof that racing offers first.” 
“Thanks lots, John,” replied your interviewer, 
“We hope some of today’s readers of Car Craft 
wind-up being tomorrow’s designers.” 


CAR CRAFT 





CUSTOM DESIGNED 
TO GIVE YOUR CAR 


That LONG- LOW Look! 


Largest selection anywhere! Bubble Skirts to fit all models. 
lf we don’t stock ‘em ... we'll make ‘em! 


(Actvel phete' 
@ NO BOLTS—NO SCREWS—SNAPS ON— = © PERFECT FIT GUARANTEE 
SNAPS OFF @ CRIMPED RUBBER MOLDING 
@ PRIME COATED (NOT SPONGE RUBBEK) 
@ EXTRA HEAVY GAUGE METAL .037 @ NO ADJUSTMENTS NECESSARY 


| DEALER 
INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


CUSTOM SKIRTS MADE TO ORDER—SEND DRAWINGS FOR FREE ESTIMATES 


CHRISTOPHER & SONS MFG. 


24728 FORD ROAD, DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 
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AUTO SHOW continued 
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School gymnasiums are ideal locations for shows that must be held indoors becaus 
of the weather. Dance ball auditoriums are also fine for shows when availab 


the better after you've been incorporated. 

Information regarding insurance for your 
club’s show should be the job of a one-man 
committee. When the insurance investigation 
is completed, your committeeman will be able 
to answer any property owner's questions to 
his satisfaction. 

CONCESSIONS 

Another job best handled by a “committee- 
of-one” is the possibilities of concessions at 
your show. Unless you're having your show 
somewhere away from a normal place to ap- 
pease the appetite, it’s a step that is unneces- 
sary. But if your show is held in a location 
that’s‘away from cafes and restaurants, it’s 
almost a must. You can’t expect people to 
stand around and admire the cars on exhibi- 
tion if they’re hungry! 

If your show is being held in conjunction 
with some kind of church bazaar, community 
fair, neighborhood carnival, or the like, then 
then the food question will probably be taken 
cate of by the co-sponsoring group — but 
check on it; don’t leave anything to chance 
and you'll have a good show. 


FINANCE 


You may wonder what these committees 
we've mentioned are going to do for expense 
money — that’s where the Finance Committee 
comes in. At the first meeting of the Show 
Committee, the Finance Committee Chair- 
man takes this opportunity of finding out how 
much money each of the other committee 
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chairmen thinks his boys are going to need t 
do their respective jobs. He then gets togeth 
with his own committee, and they prepare 
show budget which is given to the reg 
Club Treasurer. The Club Treasurer advance 
the necessary funds to the Finance Committe 
who dole it out to the other Committees a 
needed, keeping records of everything so tha 
a full accounting of the show's expenses maj 
be given the general membership of the cl 
Not all the money the Finance Committeg| 
is handling will be going omt — as soon as th 
Competition Committee, Awards Committee} 
and Promotion Committee get going we 
enough to settle on the wording of the ent 
blanks, and the Promotion Committee start 
distributing them to local speed shops, custom 
body shops, drive-ins, etc., the flow should 
start going the other way! The Finance Com 
mittee takes charge of the money portion o 
the incoming blanks, passing the blanks them 
selves on to the Competition Committee fo 
use in planning the layout of the show — you 
have to know how many cars you have, and 
of what types, to decide where to put them! 


COMING UP 


Next month we'll hit the actual running 
off of your show; classification, judging, speci 
events, handling announcements over the p 
etc. Your club’s show Competition Committe¢ 
and Special Events Committee will be parti 
larly interested in the material contained i 
this forthcoming article — have ’em watch fo 
the auto show how-to-do-it in CAR CR 





MIDGET RACE CAR 


Sold in complete kit — NOW AVAILABLE 

Ready for assembly. Absolutely no ; This car chromed 
machining, welding or fitting 5 oe and painted 
necessary. Can be assembled = your color com- 
and running in 6 hours. In i e \ = plete ready to 
kit form, plus tax i . run, plus tax, 
F.O.B. Anaheim. ; | 7 . F.O.B. 

iy - Anaheim 


$4690 


17, VIKING CRAFT 
Ia 


Send 25c for litera- 
ture and break down 
price list. 

Ph. KE 5-7138 


VIKING : CRAFT 


536 E. JULIANA ST. C-3-ANAHEIM, CALIF. 


Sei Ce eee | HARD CHROME PROCESS 


wg) DO-IT-YOURSELF using new mechanical a for A Midget Engines 
Hole-Filling method. QUICK-EASY! | and Motorcycles 


A must for the serious 
So  o Engines treat- 
' ed by this process will 


Stay together longer and 
run with less friction. 
2 HARD CHROME PRICES — 
(Continental Red Seal 
REPLACES METAL WITH METAL Se 


1. Ream hole with 60° reamer. 

2. Insert Hol-Fil plug from outside. and 

3. Tighten nut — twist off screw. Valves (Flash Chrome) 

4. Grind nut flush with body. - Tappets 

Plugs to fit standard ¥%” or 1/;4” (Fiaésh Chrome).... 25 


holes. ili odd si holes Camshafts 
pl — = (Flash Chrome)...” 1.25 


Prices: Complete Kit (Reamer, 50 Also available, special Hard Chrome re- 
plugs) $6.49 ppd. Reamer ground racing cams, 
Sinan anon Complete balancing and polishing service 


$1.50 doz. $1 
on COD orders. Michigan for crank assemblies, 


residents add 3% Sales 
BRANDON AUTOMOTIVE sett lt a HR 


Tax. 
INDUSTRIES. (GOVERNMENT APPROVED 
SEA a aT: 8237 S. Allport Ave. CC * Whittier, Calif. 


UBT, Cee Ga 


¢ v. 
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Modernize with the original PLASTIC SURGEON 


PLASTIC SURGEON HOODLITE Tail light Hoods 
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Rs 
~J 

: o my 4 

Quick and easy installation— Rear HOODLITE in the prime Here ‘tis on the car. Smooth 

designed by famous Detroit — Chemically welded to fend- and clean (Also a sneak pre- 

Stylist — Supplied to you in er. Original tail light in or- view of things to come like 
fiberglass ready to install. iginal position. fins, etc. 


PLASTIC SURGEON HOODLITE, Tail Light Hoods Now Only $10.95 a pair .. . 
(Save $5.00 with new low price) 


PLASTIC SURGEON HOODLITE — Headlight Hoods 





Front HOODLITE in fiberglass Chemically Welding the hood- Here ‘tis on the car —how 


as styled by experts for easy in- lite to the fender with PLAS- beautiful can something be? 

stallation and beauty. TIC SURGEON resin. —(a sneak preview of things 
A“ to come such as wheel fares, 
ats new grilles, etc.) 


PLASTIC SURGEON HOODLITE, headlight kit now only $15.95 a pair (Save $8.00 
with new low price) 


HOODLITES are designed by graduate designers with 
Detroit experience and the builders of the world’s first 
fiberglass sports car. You chemically WELD these parts 
= to your car — it's easy — there are many more new styl- 
ing parts coming soon and they all go together — sort 
of an instaliment styling program — So start now — 
PLASTIC SURGEON nosing and decking kits and PLASTIC 
a SURGEON parts can be purchased at most automotive 

PLASTIC SURGEON nosing, deck- supply stores throughout the nation. 
ing and general repair kit now 
only $4.95 (Save $1.00 with 
new low price) 
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Lee Rockwell — P. O. Box 71, Tustin, Calif. 
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Please rush the following: | 
| oO PLASTIC SURGEON Nosing & Decking Kit $ 4.95 
(New low price) | 
You can purchase ail the PLASTIC | [[) Set of P/S HOODLITE Tail-light Hoods aeaiiis 10.98 
J vings 
SURGEON products from me By | (- cos of P/$ HOODLITE Heod-light Hoods 15.95 
mail and with each new order I'll ($8.00 Savings) | 
send you a set of my ‘‘Vehicle Put me on your modernizing catalog mailing list. | 
Customized By'’ Decals worth $1.00 | - 
at no extra cost. Send your dough a : | 
now and be the first with the most. Address___ | 
City & State | 





| No COD's, California residents add 4% sales Tax. 
Approx. '/3 size i la ie a ea ee ts a 
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— W4 MIDGET RACING HEAD => 


= ie CUa10 





Better cooling . . . higher com- 
pression $19.95 ... 2 NEW 
TRACK RECORDS* with EVANS HEAD. 
“LITTLE ASCOT"' 7:73 Mike Olivero 
Upland, Colif. 8:21 Richard Shoji 
Special Racing Kit for Continental Engines 
Send 75¢ for 8x10 photo of “‘SHOJ! BOMB’ and literoture. 


EVANS SPEED EQUIPMENT 
2550 WN. Seaman Ave., El Mente CC, Calif. FO 8-8286 
















FORD—MERCURY Joe 
E D N AN and CHEVROLET Bailon 
All Models BAILON'S 





EDDERS : 
Free Information 


See your dealer 
or write direct: : ’ LE FOR CHEV 
HEDMAN MUFFLER & MFG. CO. 55 FORD GRIL’ 


1139-49 W. Washington Bivd., Culver City 13, calif. | Dear Joe: a 
4 I am in the process of customizing my '49}of 


Chevrolet and wish to install a 55 Fordfiol 
BEAUTIFUL — PLEATED- grille center section in the grille opening, ir 


NAUGAHYDE PACKAGE TRAY Could you furnish me with information as tope¥ 
how to accomplish the job? Will '52 Chevro-§™ 
Ford, Olds and Merc. 


"49-’56 — Choice of Black or White . . . $18.00 let taillights fit up to my Chev’'s rear fenders}!e* 
with order — tax and shipping to be paid C.0.D. without involving modifications? 

JACK’S TOP SHOP — Bob Michels 
1755 W. 64th St., L. A. 47, Calif. © PL. 8-0538 Victoria, Texas 


CUSTOM SHOP 






















Available for Chev, Cad 





De 
The '55 Ford grille will fit your Chev, Bob, but 
some minor modifications will be required. 
You'll have to remove a small amount of grille}; 
section from each end of the Ford grille allow- 
ing it to fit evenly in the grille opening. Also, 
special brackets will have to be made enabling 
you to solidly secure the Ford grille in the grille} 
cavity. You will find that the rear fenders of 
the "52 Chevrolet are considerably different 


SPECIAL % MIDGET TRACK 


GRIND! a must for 

those who want a fast $1500 
Rha brats as: '6 6 --. EXCH. 
Dempsey Wilson Camshaft Co. 


4667 Rosecrans Ave., Hawthorne, Calif. 




























DO-IT-YOURSELF KIT 


All welding, machining and fitting has been done at 
factory. Complete kit $295 F.0.8. Factory. *King 
Size available for large children. (Five foot and over 










Complete CAR ready to run in- 
cluding automotive type 
chrome, custom upholstery 


and painted your 
color. F.O.B. Factory. $395 
Choice dealer franchises available. * 


Easy payment plan in Califernia. 
Send 25¢ for literature and price list 


TTT HOA TITY a A erareeemceence 


CAR CRAFTI™ 





















in shape and form as compared to your '49 
model, so the taillight alteration you mention 
twould be impossible unless you wanted to go | 
into extensive fender modifications which |! 
don't think would be worth the end result. 








~ BUILD A '/4 MIDGET 
COMPLETE PLANS, 
4 DRAWINGS, PHOTOS, 


















SPECS and PARTS LIST. 999 posipais. 


ble orth Seaman TTT 
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FORD HEADLIGHT QUERY 





Dear Joe: 

I am planning on restyling my ‘49 Ford 
and would like to know if I could french the 
headlight utilizing ‘56 Ford headlight rims. 
if not the 56 Ford rims, could I use the Mer- 
Acury or Chrysler rims of the same year? 

— Dennis McHugh 
Buffalo, New York 


WANTED 


MEN AND WOMEN 


$$$GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar, shed. 
pare, full time, year round. We pay $3.50 
Ib. We have over 20,000 customers. FREE 
BOOK. Washington Mushrooms Ind. Dept. 


Since all the headlight rims you make mention | 997 "2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wath. 


ry '49fof are made from pot metal, none will do the 

Fordfiob. If you wish to come up with a shaded or 
ening, lipped headlight styling for your Ford, then | 
as topsuggest that you build the shades from sheet 
nevro-metal using small diameter round rod for the 
‘ndersfieading edge of the shade. 


WEBCO COMPLETE % 
MIDGET SUPPLIES! 


Aluminum finish, high compression cylinder heads 
Amal carburetors @ Air cleaners @ intake mani- 
folds @ Con rods @ Engine balancing © Piston 
pin & ring assembly © Complete engine re- 
building © Racing Cams. 

CONTINENTAL “AU7R” RED SEAL ENGINES 
Helmets, goggles, batteries, crash helmets, 
racing oil, Champion plugs, fuel, safety belts. 


WEBCO INC. 


19 E. Valley Bivd., Alhambra, Calif., Dept. CC 





VERSATILE FIBERGLASS 





Dear Joe: 

b, but! I wish to nose the hood of my ‘50 Chevro- 
vired.fiet and I was considering doing the job 
grilleftrictly with fiberglass. Is the fiberglass ma- 
llow-ferial strong enough to accomplish the job 
Also, being that the hood is a two-piece compo- 
ibling nent? For additional strength would you first 
grillefiuggest that the two hood panels be spot 


rs of 
ferent CONTINUED 


CLUB JACKETS; 


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR CAR CLUBS ‘ 










































Many models and dozens of color com- 

binations. 

* Styling, lettering, and emblems are 
finest in the nation. 

























*& Prices include all lettering and em- —_ 
blems. $13.50 to $25.00 in club lots of T-SHIRTS 
EMBLEMS. 


6 or more. 
* No individual orders — 6 minimum. 
Free Literature. 
SEND 25c TODAY for complete catalog on Emblems, 


Jackets, Plaques, Novelties — including information on \ 
how to stort your Club. 
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CUSTOM QUERIES continued 


welded together and then filled with the fiber- 
glass material? 
— Gary Berry 
Portland, Oregon 

Your last suggestion is correct, Gary. First spot 
weld the hood panels together at three inch 
intervals, then fill the seam with fiberglass. 
This method should work out fine if you do the 
glassing correctly, achieving a good solid bond. 


‘48 DODGE CUSTOM 
Dear Joe: 

I am at the present time restyling my ‘48 
Dodge, and as you know better than I, ideas 
and information on this particular model are 
hard to come by. I would appreciate it very 
much if you could offer me a few suggestions 
for grille innovations and also an idea or 
two concerning the front bumper. 

— Richard Hurley 
Waltham, Mass. 


"49 Merc grille shells work out great for the 
Dodge, Dick. Use two, reversing both so that 
they form a small center grille cavity. After you 
have the shells molded solidly to the front body 
panels of the Dodge, you will find that the 
small grille opening will lend itself to many, 
easy to build, grille bar assemblies. The two 
piece front bumper from a °55 Pontiac would 
be my suggestion for your bumper alteration. 


‘41 FORD WINDSHIELDS 
Dear Joe: 

Would it be possible for me to install a 
one-piece "49-50 Studebaker windshield in 
my °41 Ford? If not, then could you offer me 
a few suggestions on what to do with this 
particular windshield, to achieve a one-piece 
appearance? I’m contemplating installing 49 
Buick taillights horizontally, aligning with 
the lower edge of the trunk, in the fenders. 
Do you think that these taillights would look 
awkward and protrude too far out from the 
body — or do you go along with the idea? 

— Bill Fogo 
Hoquiam, Washington 
Sorry, Bill, but you're out of luck on the Stude- 
baker windshield, it won’t fit. About the only 
way you can achieve a one-piece windshield 
appearance is to remove the center windshield 
post, have two new sections of glass cut ap- 
proximately 3/;4 of an inch longer at the center 
seam, butt the two sections together in a V'd 
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fashion and seal the center seam with ¢ 
plastic cement. Your taillight idea sounds ge 
but | suggest thet you french them in for ad 
appearance. 


A NEW KICK FOR CHEVS 
Dear Joe: 
I own a '56 Chevrolet sport coupe and wi 
to install the center grille bar from a '57 
in the grille. I plan on modifying the parking 
lights of the ’57 grille bar into fog lights. 
would like to know what would be the best 
method to employ to transfer and attach 
grille bar? 
— James Shultie 
Columbus, Georgia 


Procure the '57 Chevy grille bar and long 
bolt studs. Simply bolt it to your present gri 
assembly. I'm not quite positive, but | think 
will have to wip the bar up slightly. Parking 
light lenses can be replaced with amber lenses 
which can be purchased from a truck supp 
company. | also suggest you install larger 
bulbs. 


CAPRI LENS FOR MERC 
Dear Joe: 

I wish to install '53 Lincoln Capri lense 
on my 53 Mercury and would appreciate 
information on the installation that you co’ 
forward me. Also I’m interested in changin 
bumpers — could you offer any suggestions iff 
this department? 

— Nick Toros 
Jersey City, N.Y. 

A complete step-by-step photo story was fea 

tured in the March ’54 issue of CAR CRAFT 
thoroughly explaining this particular installa- 
tion. I'm sorry to say though, that this issue has 
since been sold out and is not available. Pos- 
sibly you may have one in your own possession 
or maybe one of your friends keeps an avuto- 
motive magazine file and could furnish you 
with the issue. The installation is too complex 
for me to try to fill in on all the details by writ- 
ing, so the only solution | can see is for you 
to find a March issue somewhere. | think a '56 
Lincoln bumper would lend the rear of the car 
a nice appearance while up front, | suggest that 
you split the horizontal grille bar, removing a 
section from the center, then adapt '55 Buick 
front bumper bullets to each inside edge of 
the horizontal bar section. 








HEDMAN HEDDER DISTRIBUTOR 


V8 DUAL 
EXHAUST 


DUAL SIDE HEAD PIPES S$] 295 
DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPE 

ALL INSTAL’ PARTS LESS MUFFLERS 
WITH ONE MUFFLER $18.45 
WITH TWO MUFFLERS... 22.95 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 
55-56 PLY.—50-51 CAD.—49-56 OLDS.— 
51-55 STUDE.—53-56 DODGE— 

55-56 PONTIAC 
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SEND 25c FOR NEW 1957 SURPRISE MONEY 
SAVER CATALOG—THEN NEXT ISSUE FREE 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


HONEST ENGINE 
ADAPTOR 
HEADQUARTERS 


V8 DUAL 
EXHAUST 


DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPE $995 


ALL INSTAL’ PARTS LESS MUFFLERS 


WITH ONE MUFFLER $15.00 
WITH TWO MUFFLERS 18.95 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 
55-57 CHEVY—35-57 FORD—39-56 MERC 
—35-57 FORD PICKUPS 


State type 

of transmission. 
Pay postage or 
express on arrival. 


DUAL MUFFLERS 


" earnnanaieslaitadidiii, 
RIGHT SIDE 


LEFT SIDE 
BOTH ONLY sg 
CHOICE OF GLAS 
OR STEELPACK (ALSO 57’s) 
FOR ALL FORD @ MERC @ CHEVY @ PLY 


THAT ARE EQUIPPED WITH FACTORY DUAL 
EXHAUST. GIVE PARTICULARS OF YOUR CAR. 


EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Fits any exhaust 
pipe, any car. 
Dash control kit 
is included. 


SEND $295 


Postpaid 


Box CC 1904 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 





it’s what ... when you've had long experience with piston 


ring installation; this GRANT DECAL on yo 


YO E car or engine firewall signifies personal pride 
Bel ieve and confidence in your engine. 


261.81 MPH! 
Bonneville 
Salt Flats 
1956 


Still making 
speed records 
—Roy Leslie 
knows the thrill 
of top perform- 
ance. 
If you're new to the problem of re-ringing an engine, then here 
is the symbol of top engine performance. You could be in no 
better company when you install Grant Piston Rings. 
Grant means quick, long lasting power. The fastest cars in 
the country use Grant. 
Grant stands for sturdy endurance in fleets, trucks and pas- 
senger cars...and if you’ve never used Grants, there’s a real 
Grant Ring thrill waiting for you. 


bx dealers who want to know how to get set up on 
Grants, just drop us a line and we'll give you the facts. 


IF YOU DIDN'T GET A GRANT DECAL FOR YOUR NEW RE-RING JOB 
THEN WE'LL SEND YOU ONE 


Grant and Grant, 241 N. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4, Call 
Please send my GRANT DECAL to: ; 


eee he iL 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 














